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TOWNSHIP

THE HEART OF CHESTER COUNTY

To: Caln Township Commissioners

From: Don Vymazal
Township Manager

RE: Draft Caln Meetinghouse Lease Agreement

Commissioners,

As the Board is aware, the Township was approached by Trustees of the Caln Meetinghouse in
2025, with the intent to convey this historic property to the Township. The property consists of
5.9 acres of land, the 300-year-old Caln Meetinghouse building, and adjoining burial grounds.

The process to convey property to the Township from a religious organization includes first obtaining
approval from the Pennsylvania Attorney General’s Office as well as the Chester County Orphans Court.
On Thursday, March 26", the AG’s Office provided approval for property conveyance, and it is my
understanding that this information has been submitted to Chester County Courts for consideration.

As it may take some time for the Courts to consider the conveyance of property to Caln Township,
Trustees of the Caln Meetinghouse have requested Caln Township entertain a leasing agreement for
property maintenance during the interim. Included in the packet is a draft leasing agreement developed
for temporary maintenance of the Caln Meetinghouse until it becomes Township property. The proposed
lease would expire immediately upon approval from the Courts to convey the property to Caln Township.



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
DAVID W. SUNDAY, JR.
ATTORNEY GENERAL

March 26, 2026

Charitable Trusts and

Organizations Section

1251 Waterfront Place, Mezzanine Level
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222

~ Telephone: (412) 565-3581

eherne@attorneygeneral.gov
Matthew M. McKeon, Esq.

MacElree Harvey
17 West Miner Street
West Chester, PA 19382

RE: Old Caln Meetinghouse — Dissolution and Transfer of Assets: Chester County

Dear Attorney McKeon:

The Charitable Trusts & Organizations Section of the Office of the Attorney General
reviewed the documents you submitted concerning your Petition for Order Approving
Dissolution and Transfer of Nonprofit Corporation Assets Pursuant to 15 Pa. C.S. §§ 5547(b)
and 5976(b). This is a fundamental change under Chapter 59 of the Nonprofit Corporation Law
of 1988, as amended, 15 Pa. C.S.A. §§5101-6162 (Nonprofit Law), 15 Pa. C.S.A. §§5901, et seq.

Please be advised that this letter will confirm that, based upon our review of the
information submitted to us, including the Petition for Order Approving Dissolution and
Transfer of Nonprofit Corporation Assets Pursuant to 15 Pa. C.S. §§ 5547(b) and 5976(b),
our office has no objection to the Petition. Kindly forward a copy of the Court Order, if one
is so granted, so that we may complete our file.

Be further advised that this no objection is based on the information submitted to the
Office of Attorney General and therefore is conditioned upon the accuracy of the submissions or
omissions. This no objection letter does not constitute a formal Attorney General’s Opinion and
has no value as a precedent.



Our review only pertains to issues within the purview of the Charitable Trusts &
Organizations Section of the Office of Attorney General and has no bearing on any taxation,
antitrust, consumer protection, or other issues unrelated to that function, and does not constitute
approval by any other section or government agency.

Sincerely,

ne J. Hern
Chief Deputy Attorney General



LEASE AGREEMENT

This Lease Agreement (“Lease”) is made the day of
, 2026 by OLD CALN MEETINGHOUSE, a Pennsylvania nonprofit
corporation (“Landlord”) and CALN TOWNSHIP, a First-Class Township organized in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (“Tenant”).

RECITALS

WHEREAS, Landlord and Tenant (individually a “Party” and collectively the
“Parties”) have entered into a certain Dedication Agreement dated August 28, 2025 (the
“‘Agreement”) pursuant to which, subject to the non-objection or affirmative approval of
both the Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General (“PaOAG”) and the Court of Common
Pleas of Chester County, Pennsylvania (“PaCCP”), Landlord will convey three parcels of
property and the improvements erected thereon (defined in the Agreement as the
“Property”), via quit claim deed, to Tenant for no consideration.

WHEREAS, capitalized terms used herein and not defined herein have such
meanings as are set forth in the Agreement.

WHEREAS, Landlord now proposes to lease the Property (and all personal
property owned by Landlord and located at the Property) to Tenant until the Property is
conveyed by Landlord to Tenant pursuant to the Agreement. The purpose of this Lease
is to invest the Tenant with substantially all of the rights and responsibilities with respect
to the Property that it will have upon acquisition of the Property.

NOW, THEREFORE, intending to be legally bound hereby, the Parties agree as
follows:

1. Term. Commencing on the date of execution of this Lease by both Parties
and ending on the earlier of: (a) the date of the order evidencing that the PaCCP declined
to approve the transactions provided for in the Agreement; or (b) the transfer of the
Property by Landlord to Tenant pursuant to the Agreement.

2. Termination. Either Party may terminate this Lease at any time for any
reason or no reason upon thirty (30) days' written notice of intent to terminate.

3. Rent. Tenant shall not be required to pay any rent for the Property.

4. Routine Maintenance and Repair. During the Lease term, Tenant shall
maintain the Property and all improvements located therein at its sole expense, to
preserve the Property in substantially the condition that it was in on the commencement
of the Lease. Routine maintenance shall include but not be limited to cleaning the interior
of the building, trash removal, mowing the grass, maintaining the landscape beds,
maintaining the sidewalks, driveways and parking areas in a passable and safe condition,
including the removal of ice and snow, keeping in good working order the HVAC, plumbing
and electrical systems, smoke detectors and security system in the building. Tenant shall




not be responsible for any capital improvements or repairs to the building or Property
which exceed One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars.

5. Other Maintenance and Repair. During the term of the Lease, Tenant and
Landlord shall consult on any non-routine maintenance and repair. Neither Party shall
undertake such non-routine maintenance and repair without the consent of the other.

6. Use of the Property. Tenant shall be permitted to use the Property as a
public meeting space and in accordance with the deed restriction recorded against the
Property. The Township shall make the Property available for use by individuals and
organizations including nonprofit organizations, religious organizations and community
organizations consistent with rules and policies established by the Township for the use
of all Township buildings. Moreover, the Township shall enter a sublease of the Property
with Old Caln Historical Society (“OCHS”) to allow such organization to continue to use
the Property for its meetings and as a public museum.

7. Utilities. Tenant shall reimburse Landlord within 30 days of receipt of a bill
from Landlord for all utility expenses incurred for the Property. Landlord estimates that
the annual utility bills are approximately Seven Hundred ($700.00) Dollars.

8. Insurance. Upon receipt of written demand, Tenant shall reimburse
Landlord for the casualty insurance maintained by Landlord on the Property. If such
insurance premium is paid on an annual basis, the annual fee shall be prorated for the
time that Tenant occupies the Property. In addition, Tenant shall carry and maintain the
following minimum amounts of insurance on the Property:

i. ~ Commercial General Liability Insurance with limits of not less than One
Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence.

ii. Workers Compensation insurance with statutory limits, as required by
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and employer’s liability insurance
with limits of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per
occurrence.

9. No Assignment or Subletting. Tenant shall not assign or sublet the
Property except to OCHS.

10. Locks. Tenant may change locks on the Property so long as a
representative of Landlord and a representative of OCHS are furnished with keys to any
new locks.

11. Compliance with Law. Tenant shall, in the use and occupancy of the
Property, comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, notices and regulations of all
governmental and municipal authorities.

12. No Smoking. Tenant shall not allow any guests or invitees of the Property
to smoke in the building on the Property.



Kristin Camp
Or do we just allow owner to continue is agreement with OCHS until transfer? 


13. Casualty. If, during the Term of this Lease, the building on the Property is
damaged by fire or any other casualty, including, without limitation, natural disaster, and
not occurring through the intentional or negligent acts or omissions of Tenant or those
claiming under Tenant, or their employees respectively, Tenant shall promptly notify
Landlord and Landlord shall have the right in its sole judgment to repair the damaged
portions of the Property. Tenant shall have no obligation to repair any damage unless the
damage was a result of intentional or negligent acts or omissions of Tenant or those
claiming under Tenant.

14. Modification. It is agreed that no modification of the terms, provisions,
covenants or agreements of this Lease shall be or become effective except by the
execution of a supplementary written agreement and that no waiver by either party of any
of one or more provisions of this Lease shall operate or be construed as a waiver of any
future default or defaults, whether of a like or different character.

15. Waiver. No waiver by either Party of any breach or default on the part of
the other of any terms, covenants, or conditions of this Agreement shall be deemed or
construed to constitute a waiver of any subsequent similar breach or default.

16. Severability. If any provision of this Lease shall to any extent be invalid or
unenforceable, the remainder of this Lease (or the application of such provision to
persons or circumstances other than those in respect of which it is invalid or
unenforceable) shall not be affected thereby, and each provision of this Lease, unless
specifically conditioned upon such invalid or unenforceable provision, shall be valid and
enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law.

17. Governing Law. This Lease shall be construed and governed in
accordance with the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the
day and year first above written.

ATTEST: CALN TOWNSHIP

By:
Joshua B. Young, President

ATTEST: OLD CALN MEETINGHOUSE,
a Pennsylvania non-profit corporation

By:
Connie L. Webster, William G. McFetridge
Secretary, Old Caln Meetinghouse Presiding Trustee
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