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HISTORY OF THE SELTZER-WOODRUFF HOUSE

In 1765 Warwick or Warrick Miller bought 180 acres 49 perches of land in Caln Township. Miller was
one of Robert and Ruth Miller’s seventeen children, a large family even for that day. Miller died in 1784, leaving
his son Isaac “all the Remainder of the Pike land tracts,” i.e. land Miller had purchased from Richard Pike, whose
forebears had owned it since 1703. Sometime later Isaac Miller moved away, because in 1790 he was described as
“now of the state of Virginia” when he sold 110 acres 49 perches to Thomas Stalker.

There is a little mystery here. Thomas Stalker bought the property “in trust for and on the behalf of
William Pimm,” a unique proviso in my experience. William Pimm was the husband of Stalker’s daughter Mary,
but there was some problem with Pimm or with the relationship. In 1791, when Thomas Stalker made his will, he
left £500 outright to his daughter Hannah, who was married to Isaac Coates, and £2,000 for his daughters Rebecca,
Grace, Elizabeth, and Lydia, who were minors. However, to Mary Stalker Pimm he left £500 “in the hands of my
Executors herein after named, to be applied to and for the separate Use and Maintenance of my Daughter Mary the
Wife of William Pimm.” If she survived “her present Husband,” she was to have the remainder, but if he survived
her, the remainder was to go to their surviving daughters.

I do not know why Mary’s portion had to be so carefully preserved from William. At first I thought they
were living apart--the phrase “separate Use and Maintenance” hints at that. But the 1790 census reports two males
and six females living at William Pimm’s. Or Pimm could have been ill, handicapped, a drunkard, or unreliable in
some way. Tax records for the period indicate they were not well off; their log house, log barn, and 100 acres of
“hill land” (half the value of “valley land”) were assessed quite low, compared with others in the township. Their
house was 20 feet by 20 feet, 1.5 stories high, and had only two windows of six lights each. (This information is
from the 1798 Federal or “glass” tax, so called because taxes were based partly on the number of windows.) The
couple had five daughters and one son, so the house must have been pretty crowded, and dark as well.

Another mystery: the Pimms’ son William was not mentioned in his grandfather’s will, though the five
girls were, and by name. Each was to receive £10 at age eighteen. William Jr. was born about 1777 and later
married and had a child, so he must have been alive when Thomas Stalker wrote his will in 1791. But there was
not a word about young William in the will, for some unknown reason.

In any event, Mary did outlive William Sr., who died in 1802. Three years later, instead of the log house
assessed at about $40, Mary was taxed for a $200 frame house. Apparently, she used some of her inheritance. The
next year, the assessment for the barn had nearly doubled. So the present house was built or enlarged about 1805
and the barn a year or so later. The old log house and barn date from 1790 or possibly earlier.

In 1814 Mary sold the farm to Thomas Vickers and Joseph Ridgeway. Five years later, Joseph and
Esther Ridgeway sold their half interest to Vickers, who for some reason had to turn it over to assignees in 1821. It
was bought by Samuel Bettle of Philadelphia, who sold it to Gravner Marsh in 1823.

Gravner and Hannah Marsh are well known in Underground Railroad circles. (See copy from R. C.
Smedley.) They were early activists in the abolition movement, and their daughter Sarah married Eusebius Barnard,
a URR “conductor” in Pocopson Township. The Marshes lived at the farm for ten years, selling in 1833 to Mary
Gipson.

Now came a series of short-term owners. Contrary to the general impression that our ancestors stayed on
their farms for generations, many of them were pretty restless, moving every few years, especially in the mid-19th
century. Here are the owners: Eli and Lydia Russell 1838, Joel and Mary Ann Dean 1854, John and Elizabeth
Robinson 1861, David Seltzer 1861, William and Mary Ann McCanna 1875, Jane Waldron 1876, William
McCanna 1878, John B. Baldwin 1880, Martha Hurford (by sheriff’s sale) 1898, and finally to Lewis Woodruff in



1907. (See Clippings for the few newspaper items I was able to find, about these owners and their families.)
The Woodruff name is associated with the farm, several generations having lived there from 1907 to 1970.

Local resident Paul Woodruff remembers visiting his grandparents, Lewis and Alice Woodruff, and enjoying life at
the farm. There was a tree with delicious seckel pears and another, near the barn, with five different fruits: apples,
pears, etc. In 1934 Lewis died and his widow sold the farm to son and daughter John and Blanche Woodruff. In
1970 the Woodruffs sold 65.396 acres of their approximately 76 acres to Louis and Marian Seltzer. Two years later
the Seltzers came to a parting of the ways and finally, in 1988, Marian sold the property to Louis, who owns it
now, in 2003.

Mary Larkin Dugan

March 2003



Deed book, page

DEED DESCENT
SELTZER PROPERTY
Caln Meetinghouse Road Caln Township
Tax parcel 39-1-44

Acreage,
Date Grantor, grantee, other information Price
Back reference in O, 163:
8/30/1703 Land granted to Joseph Pike, recorded in Philadelphia,
Patent Book A, vol. 2, p. 576
3/9/1714 Joseph Pike to Ebenezer Pike, same tract of land, recorded
in Book F, vol. 6, p. 105
1724 Ebenezer Pike died, leaving the tract to Richard Pike
of the city of Cork
0, 163 Richard Pike by his attorney Charles Norris to 180 acres 49 perches
5/28/1765 Warrick Miller, tract of land £319 8 shillings
Estate Papers #3439 Will of Warrick Miller, leaving “to my son Isaac Miller
1784 all the Remainder of the Pike land tracts”
T2, 227 Isaac Miller, “now of the state of Virginia,” to 110 acres 49 perches
4/5/1790 Thomas Stalker, tract of land “in trust for and on the £300
behalf of William Pimm”
Estate Papers #4369 Will of Thomas Stalker, leaving the above tract in trust
1794 for William Pimm, with the proviso that, as agreed,
Isaac Miller’s mother was to live there during her
widowhood.
K3, 199 Mary Pimm to Thomas Vickers and Joseph Ridgeway 1) 110 acres 49 perches
3/1/1814 two tracts of land, both left to Mary by her father Thomas ~ 2) 22.5 acres
Stalker, the second through a codicil to his will. $6,000.00
P3, 438 Joseph & Esther Ridgeway to Thomas Vickers, half same as above
9/16/1819 interest in two tracts of land $3,375.00
S3, 66, 285 Thomas & Jemima Vickers to assignees Joseph Paxson “about 200 acres”
4/14/1821 & Joseph Cooper, tract of land



U3, 189
3/12/1822

W3, 40
4/29/1823

G4, 144
2/26/1833

04, 420
2/27/1838

W5, 438
3/4/1854

S6, 124
3/27/1857

S6, 126
3/28/1861

Q8, 233
3/23/1875

T8, 124
3/1/1876

FO9, 284
12/5/1878

E9, 202, 280
4/1/1880

Joseph Paxson & Joseph Cooper, assignees, for Thomas
Vickers to Samuel Bettle, messuage and tract of land

Samuel & Jane Bettle to Gravner Marsh, tract of land

Gravner & Hannah Marsh to Mary Gipson, 2 tracts
of land

Mary Gipson to Eli Russell, two tracts of land

Eli & Lydia Russell to Joel Dean, three tracts of land

Joel & Mary Ann Dean to John Robinson, three tracts

John S. & Elizabeth Robinson to David Seltzer,
three tracts

David Seltzer to William McCanna, three tracts

William & Mary Ann McCanna to Jane Waldron,
three tracts

Jane Waldron to William McCanna, three tracts

William McCanna to John B. Baldwin, three tracts,
the first of which contains the buildings

Sher. Deed Dkt. 11, p. 75 Robert Hayes, Sheriff, to Martha Hurford

2/3/1898

H13, 280
3/28/1907

This deed is not reproducible by photocopying.

Martha Hurford to Lewis Woodruff, three tracts

110.5 acres
$2,682.51

110.5 acres
$2,500.00

1) 53 acres 121 perches,
part of W3, 40

2) 18 acres 110 perches

$2,100.00

1) 53 acres 121 perches
2) 18 acres 110 perches
$2,080.00

1) 53 acres 121 perches
2) 18 acres 110 perches
3) 5 acres 116 perches
$4,200.00

same as above
$4,741.00

same as above
$5,800.00

same as above
$7,300.00

same as above
$7,000.00

same as above
$6,000.00

same as above
$4,400.00

same as above
$1.00

same as above
$3,000.00



Q18, 59
9/26/1930

Q18, 60
9/26/1930

F19, 125
3/22/1934

T18, 43

8/24/1934

039, 837
8/20/1970

1192, 320
4/29/1988

Lewis & Alice M. Woodruff to Edith H. Russell,
same three tracts

Edith H. Russell to Lewis & Alice M. Woodruff,
same three tracts

Alice M. Woodruff to John & Blanche Woodruff,
same three tracts. Lewis Woodruff died 2/22/1934.

Alice M. Woodruff et al to John Woodruff et al,
same three tracts. Deed of Correction; F19, 125
referred to Blanche as John’s wife instead of his sister.

John Woodruff and Blanche M. Woodruff
to Louis N. & Marian H. Seltzer, tract of land,
part of the tracts in T18.

Marian H. Seltzer to Louis N. Seltzer, tract of land.
The Seltzers were divorced in 1972.

same as above
$1.00

same as above
$1.00

same as above
$1.00

same as above
$1.00

65.396 acres
$65,396.00

65.396 acres
$131,750.00
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2amdles

49.650 On the right is a

e
e D

RAMBLES :

interested in the Thorndale Iron Works with'{g

3

Mileage

Harrisburg, financially
his brother, Wm. L. Bailey. 7
yellow plastered house, appearing in Brooke's survey3‘§
&
A
A

as the dwelling of «Robert Miller, Esq.” :

49900 To the right, on an old road leading toward the former «Black Horse:
Tavern” on Black Horse Hill, is the modern home of Mrs. Preston
Baker, said to occupy the site of a hostelry, the “Barley Sheaf.” i)

2

50350 At the right, across the fields, set among old trees, is @ tarm, -sold, ¢
1865, by Samuel Torbert to James Buchanan of «Wheatland,” ex-?i
President of the United States. President'Buchanan owned this pro-'

perty until his death, and is said to have visited here a number ofg
. A

times.

50.650 Before reaching the next crossroads, please note three houses on ’Lhe'

west side of the road coming from the right. The third one away
from Route #30 was the colonial home of the Coates' family, who
settled here in 1743. Moses Coates of Coatesville held it from 17694
to 1787. According to 2 tradition, James Fitz Patrick, the highwa_v-‘v
dustrious moments, worked here as 2 farm hand.

3

i
)

man, in his more in
51.150 To the right, in the grounds of the U. S. Veterans’ Hospital, just be-k
yond the gate, is an attractive stone mansion, built, 1812, by Dr.
Francis Gardner, who had married Mary Hartt, grand-niece of Martha}
Bezellon and heiress to the original 500 acres acquired by Peterj
Bezellon (or Bizallion) in this place. The inside contains a gracef b
staircase and exceptional wood work, the mantlepiece, doors an
window decorations in the western parlor being particular]y fine.
Tradition has it that the carving was done by a Frenchman, who#
while working here, made himself attractive to one of the youngg
ladies of the family. The aristocratic doctor, son of a mem
Continental Congress, and, himself, ‘“one of the finest con
alists of the day,” gave the adventurer $500.00 to finish his work]
and leave the country. A grandson of Dr. Gardner was General John}
G. Parke, distinguished army engineer, who helped to determine and
mark the northwest boundary between the United States and British§
Provinces, under the treaty of 1846. He became, in 1862,
general of volunteers, and commanded the 9th Army Corps at
Siege of Vicksburg. From 1887 to 1889, he was Superintendent of the
United States Military Academy at West Point. The General's P y
ents lived in Coatesville, on the S. E. corner of Third Avenue and
Main Street, {he site being occupied, now, by the home: of Mrs. W
P. Worth.
51550 At the left, on a small rise behind some dwellings, is an apartmen
house, «prumpelier,” erected in the 1850s, as & residence, for Mr,:B
1. V. Miller, brother-in-law of Gen. Parke, and about thirty-five yeag
ago, the home of an eccentric Scottish lady, Miss Sterling. This 0
cupies the site of the servants’ quarters of Peter Bezellon (Bizallion(
who possessed eight slaves, one of whom, Caesar Glass, built his housés

51.600 To the left, across @ vacant lot, is a yellow bungalow containing DOTY
tions of a much older building, and believed to be on or near the _f;

46
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND GENEALOGICAL.

He re-

ign bis reasons for declining a publio station.

ed, “ Many are fond of public employment, and are totally
gardless where the theatro of action may be. T should
4 refuse my services if required on a publio exigency,
t until that shall exist I must be permitted to remain

th my family on this farm ; cach requires my attention,
d each possesses my regard.”

His family embraced the following children: Joseph,
ho married Haonah Davis, ond died in Tredyflrin in
811; Haonah, who married John Hughes; Sarah; John,
ho married Lydia Cleaver; Rachel, who married Thomas
avin; Marian (Maryanne), who died uomarried ; Edward,
o warricd Emily Cleaver; Augustine, who married
laryanne  Philips; Benjamin, who married Elizabeth
ritner; and Kllen, who became the wife of Thomas
laxwell. ) :

Capt. Bartholomew was a- plain, blunt man, and freely

wke bis mind. He died on his well-cultivated farm
larch 31, 1812, aged sixty years. His remains are de-
wited in the cemetery of the Baptist Church, Tredyfrin.

John Bartholomew, Esq., was the brother of Capt. Ben-

\min Burtholomew, and was educated for mercantile pur-
aits, but, preferring agriculture, he carly settled on his
aternal estate in East Whiteland. He served as major of
he Chester County regiment of the Flying Camp in 17175,
+d in after-life attained to the rank of colonel and briga-
ier general of militia. He was ulso a justice of the peace,
od of the County Court. In the burial-ground of the
Jreat Vulley Baptist Church a monument was erected to
is memory, from which it appears he died Jan. 24, 1814,
» the sixty-sixth year of his age.
' Thomas Bartholomew, a brother of John (1), probably
atled in Willistown after the year 1756. He married
Vargaret , but left no children. He died before Dec.
3,1765 ; his wife died in December or January, 1776-7.

-Benjumin Bartholomew, of Chester borough, gentleman,
lied in 1784, leaving a considerable cstate to his relatives,
acluding the children of his brother Joseph aod bister,
Klizabeth Davis.

BEALE, WiLL1AM, BoD of Thomas and Catharine, of
Calne, in Wiltshire, England, was born near Calne, Aug.
14, 1709, and about the year 1728 or 1730 cawme to Penn-
yylvanin.  He gettled in the Great Valley, in Whiteland,
on the farm now Preston Thomas' clover-mill property, his
lands including a part of what
farm. His first wife was Mary Jeokin, born April 9, 1715,
died Aug. 25, 1771, duughter of David Jenkin, who died
in Uwehlan in 1743.
children, were received into mewbership at Uwchlan Meet-
ing 3, 21, 1750. e was married again, 3, 23, 1774, at
Caln Meeting, to Rachel Lewis, widow of Phinchas Lewis,
of Kast Caln.

The children of William Bealo were,—1. Thomas, b.
Aug. 6, 1735 d. June 30, 1803, in Tuscarora Valley,
where he settled in 1763. He was one of the judges of
Mifiin County, and a prominent man in his day. Mis
wifo was probably Sarah Todhunter. 2. William, b. Dec.
24,1738 ; d. after 1800. 3. Juhn, b. Dec. 12, 1740} d.
Jan. 26, 1777, a soldier under Lafayette; m. about 1764
Tamar Burgoyne, daughter of Joseph Burgoyne, of East

479

Bradford. 4. Susanna, b. Dec. 16, 1742, m. about 1763
Noble Butler, Jr., and died in Kentucky after 1803. 5.
David, b. June 20, 1745 ; d. Feb. 6, 1828, at his home in
Beale township, Juniata Co., Pa.; he was a prominent man
in political affairs, and for many years associate judge in
Mifflin County. 6. Mary,b. QOct. 8,1747; m. 5,21,1772,
to Samuel Hunt, of East Caln, now Downingtown ; d. 9,
24, 1820. 7. Joshua, b. Nov. 19, 1749 ; lost at sea in a
voyage from the East Indies, 1787. 8. Edith, b. June
13, 1752; m. 2, 24, 1779, to Phinehas Whitaker, of Iast
Caln.

William Beale died 11, 27, 1800, in West Whiteland,
and was buricd by the side of his first wife, on a portion of
his farm now belonging to Thomas Downing. Besides his
property in this county he owned large tracts of land in the
Puscarora Valley, on which he gettled his sons.

John and Tamar Beale left a daughter, Mary, who mar-
ried, 10, 14, 1790, Anthony Gray, of East Bradford ; also
a son, Joseph, who was placed by his grandfather as an
apprentice with Benaniel Ogden, cabinet-maker, near West
Chester, after which he went to Philadelphia and became
an extensive manufacturer of furniture in the firm of Beale
& Jemison. IHis son, James M. Beale, came to Chester
County in 1830, and died at his residence near Coatesville
Jan. 1, 1881, Horace A. Beale, iron-master, of Parkes-
burg, is also a son of Joseph, and another is Joseph Beale,
late surgeon-general in the U. S. navy, now on the retired
list by reason of age. Their mother was Margaret. duugh-
ter of Capt. James McDowell, of Upper Oxford.

BELL, Hon. THOMAS S., son of Willinm and Jane
(Sloun) Bell, was born in Philadelphia, Oet. 22, 1800;
studied law under the dircction of James Madison Porter,
and was admitted to the Philadelphia bar April 14, 1821,.
several months before he was of age. In May of that
to West Chester, the seat of justice of
He was cntircly'unknown in the com-
munity in which he gettled, and for a time struggled for a
livelihood, but his active mind, fluent elocution, and legal
knowledge speedily gained for him a prominent position in
the profession.

On the election of Gov. Shulze, in 1823, he was ap-

for Chester County, and
1823, until August, 1828.

year he removed
Chester County.

pointed deputy attorney-gencral
held that office from December,

! In 1829 he was appointed one of the visitors of the

William Beale, with his wife and ;

© ties of Chester and Montgomery.-

is now Thowas Downing's l Military Academy at West Point,

and in that capacity
acted as chairman of one of the committees to report on
the state of that institution.

He continued in the uninterrupted pursuit of his profes-
sion until May, 1837, when he became a member of the
convention to revise the constitution of the State, as a

delegate from the senatorial district composed of the coun-
In October, 1838, he

! was returncd as a mewber-elect to the State Senate from

. crrors in the returns,

'

the same district, and took 8 Jeading part in the difficulties
which distinguished the beginning of that gession, com-
monly called the * Buckshot War.” Owing to alleged
his seat was coutested, and awarded
to his competitor, Nathanicl Brooke.

May 16, 1839, he was appointed by Governor Porter to

gucceed Judge Darlington a8 preeident judge of the ju-
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... Valley townslip, Dot 18-tr

1 size, and well fenced, wit

"¢k David Seltzer was one of first settlers

+-Tn the 1700 David Seltzer lett
Calne, England to make -a. new
home - in +“Caln " “Township. He

bought some land. up through the -

valley “and “divided ‘it, in 1750,
" among his” three sons.

To John he géve the farm on’

which William - Taylor lives, on
Reeceville Road. L
;X< To Ephram he gave the farm

- - 5
Coalesy; e K ecord

AR D A Reg

l)R'IVATE SALE.—The undersigned will sell
I ai lfrivnto Sale, the Farm on which he resides,
situate in Valley township, Chestor county, four
miles west of I)uwningtown, and 1} niiles north of
1}10 Columbia Railroad, adjoining lands of David
fsltzex‘, Joel R. Dean and others, and containing
73 acres, about 9 of which ig good Woodland, the
rest arable, and divided into fields of conveniont
; h frec necess for stock to
running water in all the fields except one,; and has
beon sufliciently limed over three times. Tho im-
B Provements consist of a stone MAN-
SION HOUSE, sufficiently large to ac-
pcommodate the family; large frame
2 barn, with stone stabling, wagon house
— - and a quantity of shedding around the
yard, with ranning water also in tho barnyard,
stone spring house over a néver failing spring of
pure water within ten yards of the kitchen door,
and all tho above huildings are nearly nev. Thcré
is also a young Applo Orchard, togother with n
number of peach, cherry and other frujt treos. This
farm is enleulated for o dairy, being well watered,
and very natural for grass, and the spring superior
tomany others. Persons wishing to purchase aro in-

vited to call and v&ﬁw for themselves,

AT ELL RUSSELL.

LR e U]
f=3 VALUABLE DAIRY FARM OF 78 ACREY
m"l AT PRIVATE SALE.—The subscriber offers
=tlat Private Sale his FARM of 73 ACRES, sit-
uate in Caln township. about 1*: miles” from either
. Thorndale.or Caln stations, on the Pennsvlvania R
* R. The improvements nre a Good HOUSE and BARN
und other outbuildings, elegant spring with good
spring-house near to dwelling ; running water at
house and barn ; good variety of Fruit ; about Fou
Acres of \'onﬂluug‘. For particulars nddress_
| a0 WAL McCANNAY,
i ang22tf Atglen P. 0., Chester County, Pa.

. on whxch Ernest Pyle liyes.,_,“'o:l}
- “Fisherville Road. (The Pyle farm

is the only dairy farm reméﬁn—
"ing in Caln Township.)
"To Andrew he gave the farm

“ which Mr. and Mrs. Lewis” Wood-

‘ruff, déceased, turned over to
their son and daughter, John and

.. Andrew; Seltzer had traded the
“farm property to- David McCan-
nan for the property the Seltzers
lived ‘on in .1880. MvCannan sold
it to a Harry or Horace Bauldin,
and) in 1898 a Mary Hurford took
it over and rented it to Mr. Wood-
ruff for about three years. Mr.
Woodruff purchased the farm in

Blanche. It is located on "Caln -
‘Meeting House Road. ) 1907,

2
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i ‘of her Joge
ll;‘e:elgfnls:. 114 Bouth Fifth avenue,
i{'ville, on Baturday, March, 10th, 1904. iMosty
La,t the houge at 16,w o'clock a. p{lnl't nte!

' ment at Iost Brandywine Ba Ceme-
| te .
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g 0% 01

1904
Wk e 4

o ballah sl o A %

%~y \WDBATH'S WORK. WL
o Mrc.-\gwﬁry Ann, wife of the late Joel|
=S led ‘yesterday at the home of her |’

| ~in- Joseph C. Treel, on Bouth
5?;‘! al.aw'r‘ev{ma, J the - yesult' of a_ full

£ her hips. She was a native of |
.‘rv-g}‘o’no‘;brngk lﬁsr maiden  mname bheing
'Robingon, Bho

nident of Coatenville &

Hind E’m o host of friends,
ar of her deatl
'id f A

L5 192

SELTZER.—In Coatesville, on ‘Ma 10,
David Seltzer, aged 92 years. N/
‘Relatives and friends of the-family
are invited to attend the funeral with-
+ out further notice from the residence.of
his son-in-law, J. E. Dosn, 427 East
Lincoln Highway, Coatesville, Pa., on,
Thuudnf. May 13, Meet at the house:
- at 1 o'clock p. m., standard time. In-f
terment private fn Falrview Cemetery. :

o\ S\ '\m -
gﬁ/;,ﬁpav;g;%;tzé{/ VA

i

| avid SeltzSt digd at his home iu§
iCaln yesterday following an lllness‘_
jof thirteen weeks, He was 93 years)
iof. age and his death was due to the:
iinfirmities of_age. Mr. Seltzer wasi
well known2 having lved in this
section for a. number of years, He ig
survived by flve children as follows:'
Mrs. J. B, Doan, of Coatesville; Wil-
llam Seltzer, Mrs,)Willlam F, Ums-|
sted and Mrs. Jol( '0. H. Myers, of}
Philadelphia, and David Seltzer, Jr.,|
‘of Néw Jorsey. The funeral will take:
place from the homé of his daughter,,
Mrs, J. E. Doan, 427 BEast Lincoln]
Highway, this city on Thursday af-|
trnoon at 1 o’clock. Interment; will
be private in Fairview Cemetery%% |

1 =N -

.| some -time ago, during which she broke| '

was in her Tith year, Sho |
‘wae 8, member of thatCoa.(e}a‘mle Baptist !
Sallle Freel and ‘Mrs, Cora Strickland. |
Ahé A4 hee

.o a2l 19ay/
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terday while out for hig daily stroll,
In health he feels O, X, “The only
thing is that T do 'not feel pg confident
in myself ag 1 onco did. " I have to be
careful of my step. 'Peopla ijke my»
gelf gan hardly feallea the changen
that have taken place An this town.
Some folks are gleptical when I tell
them I attended & 'elrpug on 'the
graund where now standg the.Chestep
Valley Bank. Things change right
while yeu look at them, but so fast
that'we cannot keep track of them.”
Uncle Davy laoks spry ag yet and ean
put yp as good, sound pe) lumbl greu-
ment ‘an he ever did. &5 2-U /03).

L.s2/1/.192¢
T e s
4./ 92( DAVID! SBELTZER. 5~\). '
David Seltzer, nearly. his life a,
resident of thls city, dled yesterday
about noon, He was .92 years of
age and untll a few weeks. ago was '
in fairly good health. He had .been
confined to his bed for several weekk
and gradually slept away. )
Mr. Seltzer was the father of Mrs.
J..H. Doan, of this clty; Willlam
Seltzer,. of . Philadelphla; Davld
Seltzer, of New Jersey; Mrs. Wil-
liam M. Umsted, Mrs.'J., 0. H: My~
ers, Philadelphia. : .
Many people here will remember
Mr, Seltzer for hls great activity in
local politics and as a staunch Dem-~
ocrat of the old gchool. " For mahy
years he contributed to local and
county newspapers -items for thelw
Political columns  4and', storles ,of,
other nature. "Hé' 'wa#i bright 'in
every respect and a clever writer.
Mr. Seltzer was a member of
Bkerrett Lodge ot Masons, of Cpoh-

. David_Beltzer has just passed his'
87th hirthiday. There was nothing to.
denote this only in his conversation!
with frfends he met on the street yes-,




CREA D E LI
Mr. and Mrs, Lewis Woodruff,: Caln

ding anniversary Wednesday, at their
home. A lovely dinner was served to
a few {nvited relatives; Mr. and Mras,
Russell oodruff, Kennett Bquare;
Mr. Woodruft being Lewis Woodruft's’
only living Wrother, and Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Sherr, Mrs. Kate Rutter, ot
Lancaster; and Mrs. Cora . Russell,
Coatesville, Mrs. Woodruft's' sisters.

casion had been given the bridge as

dishes and chairs used were als
years old. Many lovely cards and

fruits, candy and flowers. | ~2-
Mrs. Joseph Pynchean, Mrs. Helen

ville and Mrs. Thomas Young, of

Mrs. Rebecca Todd, of Rising Sun.

appreciated the nelghbors. calling, to
congratulate them, as many did. Mr.

;Johu and Blagche both llying at home,

who helped to make the day such a

{success nnd surprise.

09 R\ - \uy%
T T g Tty i e .
"'Mr. and Mrs, Lewis i)
fresidents of Caln towmshlp, celebrat-
‘ed thelr fiftieth wedding anniversary
‘on Wednesday. They were married
January 24, 1884, at Union, Lan-
‘caster county, by Rev. Dr. Stewart.
Nearly all of their married life was
spent at Caln with the cxception of
a few years at Cochranville. There
were three children, a daughter,
Blanche, and son, John, at home.
A son, Ralph, is not living. Con-
‘gratulations, cards, letlers and a
dinner were enjoyed. Mr. Woodruff
is not in. good health, but Mrs.
Woodward is well.  2~\v~34
—_————

township celobrated ‘their’ E0th| wed-,

The dinner cloth used for the oc-|

|a wedding gift fifty years ago. Sevgral J
o fifty |;

glfts word received, consisting ot {

In the afternoon, Mrs. Clyde Nfunn, '

Woodruff, Mrs. Fred Wood, of Coates- |

Springfleld, Mass, called to con-|
gratulate them. Later Mr. and Mrs. |
Willlam Shank and Virginla Edwards, |
of Cherry Hill, Lancaster county came )
to greet them too. The Woodrufts had !’
spent part of thelr Honey moon fifty (|
years ago with Mrs. Shanks mother, ||

Mr. Woodruff {g in his 81st year |

and Mrs. Woodruff In her 72d year, |
both thoroughly enjoyed the day and |

and Mrs. Woodruff have two children, |,

[CR Q. 231934
" Lewis Woodruff &

-3.-7..?3 ¢

Lewis Woodruff, a well known resi- |

dent of Caln township, dled yesterday ,
lat his home/in his eighty-second year.[
!He had.been in bed for about two|
weekg, but previous to that time had i}
been able to got around. He had not |
beon completely well, however, since
he suffered a stroke of apoplexy .two [
jyears ago. - ; .
| Mr. Woodruff was a farmer and had
ilived in Caln for several years. Pre-
{vious to that time he had lived near
{,Cochranville, having been born at
iFaggs Manor. Besides his wife he is
vsurvived by a son and a daughter,
{John Woodruff and Miss Blanche
| Woodruff, both of whom live at home,
{He algo has a brother Russell Wood-
(ruff, of Kennett Square.

The funeral will take place from |
his late home on Monday afternoon
at 1:30. Interment will be made in
Faggs Manor Cemetery.

= Py QR 14§ -1943-
\Mrs. Lewis ' Woodruff
: —CRI3

Mrs, Alice M. Woodruff, widow
of the late Lewls Woodruff, died
at her home in Caln township on
Saturday evening about 7.30 in
her eighty-third year. She had
been {1l about a week. Death was
due to pneumonia.

Mrs, Woodruff was a daughter
of the late Abram and Mary
Mackey Peters and was born in
Lancaster county. S8he had lived
in this section for many years
and was well known. 8he was a
member of Forks of Brandywine
Presbyterian Church and was very
active in its affairs,

Surviving her are a son and a
daughter, John Woodruff, of Bal-
| timore, Md., and Miss Margaret
| Peters, of Lancaster.

The funeral will take place
from her late home on Thursday
afternoon at 2 o'clock. Interment
will be in Brandywine Manor
Cemetery. Friends have been in-
vited to call at her late home on
Wednesday evening.

r
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’

_—

inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of

ye have done it unto me."”
MATTHEW xxV : 40.

«vyerily I say unto you,
the least of these, my brethren,

te of our nature for which I thank God more.

«If there is one attribu
at of sympathy.”

than for any other, it is th -
by Darlington Hoones

————_

DR. R. D
DE B [0 SNEDERX.

LANCASTER, PA.
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SARAH MARSH BARNARD.

“to come ACross.

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 137

4o be on one side of a stream, 0T river as they called it,
while they were on the opposite- They challenged him
But he, no doubt doubting the feasi-

pility of such a step, declined the invitation. Quickly
gathering reinforcements he renewed the chase and ar-
sived in sight of them as they reached and entered 2

dense thicket
«yyhere hardly & human foob could pz{ss,
Or a human heart would dare:
On the quaking turf of the green morass,
Each « »uched in the rank and tangled grass,

. Lik{ wild beast in his lair.”
Here they sv  essfully eluded all pursuit. After re-
maining until they considered all danger past they came
out and made the rest of the journey in safety.

Joseph and Richard hired in the neighborhood.

Jacob remained in Ercildoun, was industrious and sav-

ing, purchased & property on which he still resides, is a

minister and much respected.
GRAVNER AND HANNA
Gravner (1777—1848), and Hannah Marsh (1789—
1864), were among the early abolitionists whose home-

_ became one © > first ¢ regul
 tives route throd 321) Chester county. They resided in

Caln ' township, 73%\\1\1111% west of Downington. The

H MARSH.

husband folt it a\juty to encourage political action
against the national evil of holding the descendants of

e
one country as chattel slaves for 1o other cause than

. that of being black ; while the government threw open
~its doors and invited the white inhabitants of all other
. countries to come, settle on our lands and become free
“citizens under the =gis ©

 himself with the Tree-soil Party who considered that—

ar statlons » on the fugi- .

£ our laws. He therefore united-

———

e




H]}?TORY OF THE

¢ Man is one,
And he hath one great heart. It is thus we feel
With a gigantic throb athwart the sea
Each other’s rights and wrongs.”

Hannah was also an active worker in the cause, and
attended all anti-slavery meetings in the neighbor’hood
when the public denounced them as not respectable
gatherings. She was known as being a very kind woman
—a real mother to all.

Slaves came to their place from Daniel Gibbons
Joseph Haines, James Fulton, Lindley Coates Mordecui’
Hayes, Thomas Bonsall, and others. ’

‘When sent on foot they were generally given a slip
of paper with writing which the family would recog-
nize. James Fulton frequently wrote but the sintrTe
word “ Ercildoun,” or “ Fallowfield.” They werebto
know the place by its having large stone buildings with
extens%ve white-washed stone walls around them.bThese.
came In daytime. When brought, it was chiefly at
night, or after dusk. The barking of the watch-dog
announced their coming and aroused the family wh(;
would raise a window and call. A known voice would
reply “Thomas Bonsall’s carriage;” or similar replies
would be given by conductors from other places.

These fugitives were always provided with food ; the
women were secreted in the house, the men in a ,hay-
mow at the barn. Sarah Marsh, daughter of Gravner
and Hannah, took them to Allen Wills, John Vickers
Grace Anna Lewis, Micajah Speakman, and occasion-’
ally, ngn she could not go so far, to Dr. Eshleman.
These journeys were made in day-time until after the
passage of the Fugitive Slave Law—the women riding
with her while the men went on foot. Sometimes her

AN
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dearborn was s0 full that she rode in front with her feet

" on the shafts. This attracted no attention, as she at-

tended Philadelphia markets and was frequently com-
pelled to ride in that way when her wagon was packed
with marketing.

When danger was apprehended, the women were

dressed in plain attire, to make them look like Friends,
with large bonnets and veils as was the custom in those
days.
After the passage of that punitive law they felt it ne-
cessary to be even more wary and careful than before,
and she seldom ventured with them in day-time. If
they came in the early part of night, a supper was given
them and she took them to the stations mentioned, and
returned before morning, regardless of the condition of
_roads, darkness or the weather.

She took nine, men, women and children, one night,
to John Vicker’s, a distance of nine miles. She paid
toll on the turnpike road, as if going to market. The
men walked, and when arriving at the toll gates, went
around them through the fields. They arrived at 11
o’clock, and she returned by morning.

Their neighbors were pro-slavery, and knew that they
assisted fugitives, but yet bore a respectful regard for
them, and manifested no disposition to inform upon them.
The curiosity, however, of one woman to know how
many slaves passed through their hands in one year was
aroused to such a degree that she watched the road for

 twelve months, and counted sixty; and “she knew that
they and James Fulton and others didn’t do all that
for nothing. They wouldn’t harbor and feed that
~many in a year without getting paid for it in some way.”

S AITECE
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140 HISTORY OF THE

But of the number that may have passed when she was
“off guard,” at meals or otherwise, and of the number
?hat were brought at nights, she had no conception. The
idea of pecuniary compensation for services rendered
thes.e poor human beings never entered the minds of their
Christian benefactors. A purer, loftier, nobler purpose
actuated their hearts than that of doing mercenary work

under the semblance of charity and benevolence.
‘‘Hast thou power? the weak defend E
Light ?—give light; thy knowledge lend;
Rich ?>—remember Him who gave;
Free ?—be brother to the slave.”

While Richard Gibbs, a colored man, was at work
after harvest in the barnyard of Gravner Marsh, a slave
master drove up in his “sulkey,” followed by his drivers
in another vehicle. So intent was the colored man
upon his work that he did not notice any one coming
unti_l he was accosted with “ Well, Gibbs, you are hard
at it.” There was something alarmingly familiar in
the sound of that voice. He raised his eyes, and there
behold! was his old master close upon him. He did,
not stop to parley about matters, but dropping his fork
he put his hands upon a fence close by, leaped it and’

-ran down a hill toward a grove along side of which was
Beaver creek. The men jumped from their carriage
and pursued, gaining on him, as he wore heavy boots.
The master was a cripple and could not run. When he
reached the fence at the foot of the hill the men were
but a few feet behind him; but he sprang for the top
rail, tumbled over it with a somersault, ran through a
a creek and into a thicket of grape vines and briers
where he disappeared from their sight while they halted
on the swampy bank of the stream as if reluctant to

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 141

pursue him through that mud, water and tangled fen.
He went to Thomas Spackman’s, where he was safely
ensconced, and sent for his wife. Gravner Marsh was
also informed. He went there and consulted with
Thomas as to the best means for their escape. They

- deemed it expedient for him and his wife to go entirely

out of the neighborhood into some distant parts, and to
change their names, and then gave them the necessary
amount of money to go with. After some time they
wrote back stating that they had arrived at their desti-
nation, and were safe.

Gravner Marsh died in 1848. His widow continued
to aid fugitives as before, assisted by her ever earnest
and energetic daughter, Sarah, (Born First month 30th,
1819), who still made her journeys at night. No
thought of its being a trouble ever marred the pleasure
that filled her heart in thus forwarding slaves to liberty.
No sombre clouds of selfishness could ever bedim the
rays of happiness that fell upon, and lightened her

 spirit in those nightly missions of love to the oppressed

of God’s creatures, although, undoubtedly she heartily
‘wished at all times that the cause for this draft on be-
nevolence had no longer an existence.

In 1854 she married Eusebius Barnard, (1802—
1865), & minister in the Society of Friends, an earnest

~abolitionist, an enthusiastic reformer, and an active
~agent on the Underground Railroad. In her new ca-
. pacity she rendered as valuable services to her husband

in aiding fugitives as she did to her father and mother.

_ The main props of the Gravner Marsh station being

now removed, the extensive accommodations it had fur-
nished could be supplied no longer.
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In 1864, on the 23d of 7th month (July), Hannah
Marsh passed from a life she had nobly filled with good
works, to one, we have every reason to believe, as re-
plete with glorious rewards. The announcement of her
death was accompanied by the following tribute to her
memory:

“The reformed and the oppressed, have lost in- her a
firm coadjutor and substantial friend. She resided with
her husband, Gravner Marsh, for about forty years in
Caln township, and was always recognized as a rock of
adamant, to whom reformers and the friendless ever
flocked and in whose shelter they took refuge. Her
house was emphatically a refuge to the weary pilgrim
fleeing for his freedom, and hundreds of these were

kindly received by her, fed and assisted on their way.
Her motto was, “ All should give proof of religion by

works of practical righteousness and beneficence to
men.”
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DEED Tiis Fuventwre, itk

1 & WOODRUFF ST AL i in the year of our Lord, mie thansand nine hundred and Lhirty.
R - x EOTWEEN  DLewis Woostucf and Alice ¥, Woodruff, of Calm Township, Cheaier

| TO County, Pennsylvania, parties of the Tirst psariy AHD
®Rdith H, Ruasell, of the Boarough of Wsri Chuster, County and 3uiatz
EDITH K. RUSSRLL sforasald, psarty
of the second part - [ deeaath That the said part ier :dlh‘ﬁﬂ|mﬂ‘ﬁw;mdn\wmﬁmwmbm-'|h'nm|ni One dollar
e meney of the United States of Ametica, well and trnly pad by the said part ¥ of the secomd part (o the said part {28

ab the tst oart at and To0 re 1t ensealing and dehivery of these presoats, the receipt whereof is herels acknowledged, have greated bargained,
bl ahened, enteafled released, ennveved and confirmied, and by these presents do prant. hargmn, sell, alien, enfentl, release. convey and confirm unto the sawl
pat ¥ of the second part his heirs and assigns,

ALL THOSE THREE SEVERAL Tracte or parcels of land, situate in Caln Townshir, County of Chester and
State of Pennaylvania, bounded and described as follows ;-

; The first, whereon the buiidin.s stand, BEGINNING et =2 whive cak traes, a corner of land fermerly of

John T, Mason, thence b, the same south eighty six aegrees east, forty eight parcues to s stone; thence north

iy gixty and three fourths degrees sast, Tifty and five tenths perches to a post in the voad; thance south fifdy

two degrees east, utwenty four and eight tenths psrchea to a post in a line of land formerly of Isaac Spackman;
thence by the same south four degrees east, seventy four and three tenths perches to & stone, a corner of
i i 1and forwerly of the said John T, Mason; thence by the same couth eighty threes and one fourth degreaes west,
ﬂ i ' seventy seven psrches to a post im a line of land now or late of Barton Townsley; thence north thirteen de-
£ grees west, six perches to s cheatnut tree; thence north 2ighty six degrees east, five and ssven ienths per-
ches to & stone; thence north fourteen and one fourth degrees west, twenty two and zight tenths perchas to a
stone; thence south seventy two degress west, thirty five and five tenths perches to e stons in a line of one
of the other tracts; thence north Tour degrees west, fifty nins perches to the place of bpeginning; CONTAINING

fifty three acres and one hundred and twenty one perchsaz of land, bs the same Wors or less.

The second Tract BEGINNING at = smeil —oplar tree in a 1line of land now o late of David Seltzer;

thence by the saume south seventy four degrees esst, seventy four perches to a post in a 1ine of land forwsrly

of Berton Townsley; thence by the same and land late of NDavid Seltzer; north three and one haif dsegrees west,

sixty perches to a marked white oak tree; thence by land of the same soutk eighty five and one half degrees
weet, thirty one perches to & postj tvhencz south eighty two and one half degrses wsst, ten and three tenths
parches to s marked chestnut tree; thence south seventy rive degrees west, eight and four tenths perches to o
marked chestnut tree; thence south forty two degrees west, nineteen and six tenths perches to a marked
chastnut tree; thence south thirveen degrees west, nineteen and eight tenths perches to the plece of beginning
CONTLINING eighteen acres and onehundred and tun perches of land, more or less. EXCEPTING five acres and
thirty six perches of land sold by Eii Russel) ‘o Bennett Merch by Indenture dated ths 14th day of December

4. D, 1948, end recorded or intended so to be. '

The third tract sdjcining the above mentioned, SEGINNING at s white osk tres, & corner of land
J {4 + ]

N
A

x for-
he sams south eignty six degrees
west forty one and eight tenths perches to a chestnut tree; thence north one and onc half degress east,

I
merly of John T, Magon, anc in & 1ine of the above mentioned tract; thence by
wien
Ly two and gix-tenths perches to & stake 1n a line of land now or late of Charles £dwards; thence alorg saild
1ine norib eighty seven and one fourth degrees esst, forty seven perches to a stone in John T, Mason's land;
thence slong seid linme south one degree esst, twenty one and nine-tenths perches %o the place of bsginniug;
~ART; TETNG five acres and one hundred and sixteen perches of land, be the ssme more or less,

.ha seme prenligees whic! Mierthe Hurford, by deed duted March 28, 1907, and recorded in the
Saeurder'e Uffice of Chester County, Pennsylvenis, in Deed Book H-1%, Vol. 305, Page 280, granted and con-

rayed unuc Lewis ¥oodruff, one of the parties hereto, Iu fee,



DO __ SN 2O

11, ‘of the- Borough of” Waat chestar, chener Co\ll’ltyr
\ pu,rty ‘of ‘b‘le 'firem pBrt; AND:
L.evth Woodr\ur and ‘Alice Mi Woodrut‘z‘. k1s wife, parties

T e—— SBESNER

Cof Al seconsd part s Himesseth, That the said part ¥ . of e first part, for and in consyderation of the sum of One:dollar
Yaseful ioney of the United States of America, well and truly p.nd by the said part les of the seeand part to the zaid part y
‘.f (he-fiiet part at and efere the enseating ‘and ‘delivery of these pr s, thie Feceipt \\hcrcuf is hrnh\ acknowledged. has granted, bargained.

A, atiened, enfenfTed, released; conveyed 3 and confismed; and by 1hL

: argain, sell, alien. enfentl, release, convey and confirm unto the said
l'-’" Hag of the second part thede- Ticirs and assigns,

‘ALL THOSE THREE: SEVERAL. tracts or narcela of:l nd, - ‘gituata’ 10 Caln Township; County of Chester and
State of ‘Pennsylvania, bounded aud dsqcribed as" rcllons'-

5 e g
e S

The first, wherecn the buildings: -at.snd BEGINHING at a whioe osk rea, & corh’a‘r' of:land formexiy of
John T. Masonj thence by the same: south’ eight,y aix degrees forty aight perchea ‘20
sizt.y and thres fourths dogreea ‘easty tifty > th va'r’éhes “to & post’ in the; ro
two’ degrees sast, twenty four and ‘e ight’ tenths psrohas t.o a oost in"a line of land ‘£ orme

a stone; ‘thence
| thence ‘south fifty
uf Isaac Sna.ckma:n,

K GE SRS AR

thence by tho-samwe soutn rour degraes en.-at,, saventy four ‘end thrae tenthe perchas 1o’
land formerly of the said Jobn T Mason; ’ohenca by the ‘seme south” aight.y three and ‘onie
rﬁventy seven perches 4o & pest in 8 ‘1ine “of: land ‘now or-late of Barton "‘m‘nsle “ther<e nor thitteen de-

: grees west, six perches ‘toa cheﬂtmt traa- thernce #forth eighty- six’ degraes oad ' fiira and ‘8 t,ent.hs per-

: ches to a stonej thence nerth’ fom‘tean and- one fourth degraes weat, twenty two and eight tent.hs peruhes to a
§'9ton5- thence soudh seventy two degrees’wast, thirty five and five tentbs perche ] 'in z. 1ine cf ‘one
! of tha other tracts; +hence -north four degrees west, rifty nine perches to the plsce ef ‘b ginr.ing, COHTAINI}G
£ifty three acres and one hundred-and twenty one perches of 1and, pe the seme mors’or less.

‘stone, a corner of
ur h dagrees west,

The second tract, B BEGINNING &% .a small peplar yree in a line of 1and now: or lati

Lhence by the same south geventy four degraea ‘aast; saventy four parches to a post. in a 1ine of ]
of Barton Townsley; thence by Ghe same and’ land 1s.t.e of Dgvid Seltzer, ‘morth three a.nd ons: half
! gixty perches to & murked white oak trae; thence by jard of the same south eighty "1va -and’ one’ half dcgrces

i wast, thirty one perches to & posty thenca- sout.h ‘eighty two and one half degreas west;, t,en and tlree tantihs

parches tuva marked chestnut tree; therice south gaventy five degrees west, eight-and four tam,hs parchas to &
marked chestnut tree; thence south forty tWo degrees west, ninateen and si% tenths perches to'a’ msrked ches-
tnut tree; thence south thirtesn degrees: ‘west, nineteen and eight tenths perches to the - -place of” begﬂnning,
EC‘ONTA"\TN" eighteen acres and oné bundred end ten parches of land, more o less; EBXCEPTING fivae acrss end
thirty six perches of iahd sold by Eli Russeil to Benneti March by indenture dsted the 14tn day of’ Decembar,
{4, D, 1848, and resorded or ‘intended so to ve, ’

The ‘third tract edjoining the: above mentioned, BEGINNING at & white osk tree, & corner’ of land for-
‘ . of John T, Mason, and in-a 11ne of’- the ‘above mentioned tract; thence by the same scuth eighty aix de-
west, forty one” “and eigbt tenths - perches to 6 chestnut tree; themnce north ons and one -half degraez

twonty two and six tenths £0 hss 4.8 sta.\a 4n a 1iine of iand now OT ijatw of Charles Edwards; vhence
asdid line north- eighty 'seven: and- one! -fourth degraes east, forty seven purches to & stone in John T,

{'s land; thence along sajd line” south- one degree east, twenty ome and nine tenths perches to the placo
of beginning; CONTAINTEG ‘five acres ‘and one pundred and sixteen perches of land, be the game more or 1688,

; BEING the seme Lremlses which Lewis ¥oodrolf and Alice M, Woodruff, his wife by deed Dearing even date
harewith duly executed-and delivared befere the execut.ion and delivery of these presents and ‘about to be re-~

corded, pranted and conveyed unto the said Edith 4. Russell, party hereto, in fee,
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§par i T icrerd, That the said pait oy ofthe first-part, Lor and it cons

B

r:‘mz&i:mﬁ( 4ree; thenge sourh {OTLY o Geptres west, nincteen ‘ang §i% venths perehes te g

‘ ; . Gilny gownty ot
“of Penngylyvanisy pm*ty tha flrat ?pavm :
A

.‘miﬁr\modrgt‘f' and Blbndlia M Woodvueey hia witg of 4he dane Townahlp

Aoty snd Statey phrtied

fevation of the suib of

a of the seeoid part 1o the said part
adknawledged, e graited; baigaiped.
. bargain, xell; alien, enfeoff; release, convey amd confim Wits the said

sgounty of liéster and
Ginza ptand, DIETNNIWG
Ty gﬁsl‘hgi f
Al aixty Bnd thres fsuitha
& 'éiﬂ’,y £aup snd elpht tentla pev=

v slx de-~

reeg aaaty Sifty and Cive

“if't\v Jivordagrecsenshy

erce by tie saie; poubl Fiur decress ematy

=Nnd fs)!‘m’l‘lv of the sald John T dpson; Lience

ehad T A whestnut tree;

Noe Marth Courteen and

tahthe pETCHez ‘toa atone; t

5 49 a atome: thenmas soubh ‘seventy twvo degreas

Aye paTohes To bhe pisge ¢
e, be e ‘gane more oF Ie’aa.
DITNG EY 2hrel
sgéTees sty Severty Tour perches 40 & post in 2 Jine of lsnd Towier-

13 vonlar tres in a iine of land nov of late of I\av\d Saltzer

1= nE Jete of Tavid Bellzeld, north Phree and one half desteec P

Atv Tiwe and one half

Apee; tnence by iand of the ShIRy- soulh el

4nence soutk eighty twd and one hail \\egrees west; T.e’i; and {three

& merUed oheslrnt Ares; Wiewoe’ §oith Severd y Tin cErees west, eight and four tenths per-

Unerios eouth LuiTtesn degress west, mincteen and ‘el

coree ENG one huncred and Yen perohes of iamndy ‘mOre oT” less.

Jems @674 b Bii Russell 3o Demneti YarTor by Jated the Tath dey of

nr

the #oows te osk %Tess & ocornar of lund formm

x de-

mextioned irect; thenee by the same, south aip

. & orestnUt trec; tEence norih one sni one hsif degrees east

perches o siwke

rsrles Sdwards, thenc along

sever £NC Une LOUTLL GeETEeS - =ty Tor se . Do .o s stone in Jobkn T, M}sson's
ik b  OTIE ~She srehes 1o the place of

- Tlyg gores N

scorded

ELE 46 -
* Dhisgoer Lounyys

1, Woadudy 1

zenents by ihe entireties, £nd he seid

. 2PmE, 1954, lseving ibe sell £ Voodruii,
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14, dsy of Aug. 1934,

Baak. of ﬂa' York.

. Spith, Ko n.ty Yublle ot the: State of New
’ Iammot an officer,

Ihteﬂ \&gu.at, Qt-h, 1934.

; connyances for 2end;
well acquainted with ‘e handwriting:

0 sal depoaition or eqrtifl::\te o proof ‘or
1 of ths seid Court and County tba

Yo,

oy ‘Gourt of 'sald State and for

expl 48-larch 30, 1935

65255 Serlas D

x oxad. lnsuu.uut., and

by e’ Xot.a‘y mmu:

nd s\.t.horlzad by the’ Laws or eaid Stsu. o.tskp

r gene-al p\u-posea; and slso

tensments: or heredltsmntz in aaid

of au.ch Notary Public, f;-mi

f-clmovladgmenb is gnr.ulne.

:SEAI-OB‘:

Altert lmrinelli, Clerk ;
: COUET =

Welter B. Smith, XNotary Public
Wew York Couily clerk's Ko.329

sesesse e

York who took the acknowlnd.gmnt on the Dead snnszed
director or stockholder ot The Fatlonal Clity

: XOTARIAL
H S2AL g

Register's no. 55- 206 S . < PR
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m[ﬁﬁ C”_‘BL‘.CI\., made thts 20th aay ot AUGUST 1 70,

?BPUUPYlL JOHN WOODRUFF, singleman and BLANCHE M. WOODRUFF, singlewoman

(berelnaftec ealled the “Granto3 -)',

of the onv par, and  LOUIS N:'SELTZER and MARIAN H. SELTZER, his wife as tanants by

entirety as to an undivided one-half interegt, Aud. QReRR Madngs 399 RhanfhS.
Weiner, his wife as tenants by entirety as :

tp _an undivided one-half interes: N

iﬂltutnurt;. That In comslderation of Sixty-Five Thousand Three Hundred Ninety-six
($65,396.00) : e - ————— o —= Dollars,

n baud patd, the receipt whercof Ls hereby acknowlcdeed, the sald Grautors  do terciy grant and cunvey unfv the asld

Grantes 5, their heirs end axigus, as hereinabove set forth

ALL THAT CERTAIN tract of land with dwelling, barn and other
buildings ercsted thercon, Situate in the Township of Caln, County of
Chester, and Communwealth of Pennsylvania, bounded and described according
to a plan thercof by K. R. Comsteck, Jr., Registered Land Surveyor, dated

July - 1970 as follows, to wit:

BEGINNING at a spike at the intersection of Cain Meeting House
Road (T-402) and Fisherville Road (T-411), thence extending along in Caln
Meeting House Road, South 48 degrees 56 minutes East, a distance of 355.45
feet to a P.K, nail, a corner of land of James D. McGuigan; thence ‘leaving
the public road, by McGuigan's land, South 01 degrec 45 minutes 30 secords
West, crossing over the Transcontinental Gas pipeline, for a distance of
1,283.06 fcet to an existing lime stone, a corner of land of Ralph
Bussinger; thence by Bussinger's land, South 88 degrees 57 minutes 30
seconds West, a distaunce of 1,289.51 feet to an existing lime stone ~r
iine of land of Benjamin Piexrce; *hence by pPierce's land the folluowing
four (4) courses and distances, vo wit: (1) North N9 degrees 52 minutes
West, 97.41 feet to an iron stake; (2) North 73 degrees 56 minutes 30
seconds East, 99.16 feet to an iron stake; (3) North 08 degrees 12 minutes
30 seconds West, 381.21 feet to an existing stone in a vhite ash: and (4)
South 79 degrees 33 minutes West, a distance of 110.41 teet t¢ a point;
thence by land formerly part ol the herein described tract, now property
of Transcontinental Ga: Pipelino Corp., the following threa (3) coursas
and distances, to wit: (1) North 09 deagrees 28 minutes West, 240.12 feet
to a point; (2) South ©0 degrees 32 minutes West, 100.06 fcet to a point;
and (3) S~uth 09 degrecs 28 minutes East, following along the Easterly
side of a' 30 feet wide right of way granted to said pipeline for acceuys
to the heretofore mentioned Fisherville Road, a distance of 241.84 feet
to a point cn line of 'and of the aforesaid Benjamin Pierce; thence
extending by Pierce's land, South 79 degrees 33 minutes West, a distance
of 76.93 fect to an existing stone; thence by the same land, South 01
degrees 44 minutes Wes', a distance of 44.26 feet to an existing post, a
corner of land of Ernest P. Pyle; thence by Pyle's land, North 68 degrees
43 minutes West, a distance of 777.15 fe2t to a stone; thenze by land of
William D. Taylor, following along and in a fence row, North 05 degrees
32 minutes East, a distance of 735.35 feet, crossing over the bed of
Fisherville Road, to an iron stake on the North side thereof; thence ex-
tending along in Fisherville Road, the following three (3) courses and
distances, to wit: (1) South 89 degrees 38 minutes East, 683.74 feet to
a spike, the same point where the centerline of the aforementioned 30 feet
wide right of way granted to the Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Corp.,
intersects Fisherville Road; (2) South 82 degrees 16 minutes 30 seconds
Cast, 737.50 feet to a point on the bridge; and (3) Merth 71 degrees 52
minutes 30 seconds East, a distance of 89%#.64 feet to the place of
beginning.

CONTAINING 65.396 Acres of land he the same more or less.

BEING Part of the same premises which Alice M. Woodruff, widow
by Deed dated March 22, 1934 and recorded in Chester County, in D2ed Book
F 19 page 125 conveyed unto John Woodrv”€ and Bianche M. Woodruff, his
wife, in fee. te

DEING ALSO PART OF the same premises which Alice M. Woodruff,
widow, John WocAruff and Blanche M. Woodru€f(, by Deed of Correction dated
August 24, 1934 and recorded in Chester County, in Deed Buck T-12 page 43
conveyed unto John Woodruff and Blanche M. Woodruff, his sister, in fee.

BESEBVING unto the Grantor, John Woodruff, the richt to occupy
the dwelling which he now occupies so long as it cortinuously remains his

03 8y
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principal residence for and during the term of his natural life only.

AL SR TARASTER "e

rAID % ,&57-"// ¢
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Anb (he sald Grantor8 db  herebs covenant to «nd with the sald GranteeS Gt they o tho aald

aranter 8, thelr heirs anl assighs BIALL and WILL
BY THESE PRESINTS , Warrant and forever Defend the herein above

lbed p with the h (s and appurtenantas, unto the 1ald Grantee S, their heirs

and asalgns, agalnst the cald drantee 8 and apalast every other peison lawfully elalining or who shall bereafier claim the

sams ar any parl thereof, by, from or under him, her, (bem or any of them.

N WITNESS WIEREOF, the sald Grantor g ha V@aused these presenls bs be duly sxecuied, the 6ay and yeay (it above wrilten,

8 AND DELJVERED In tho Presence of:

[aY

VAP _% g

Blote of  PENNSYLVANIA County ot CHESTER
©On thls 20th dny of AUGUST g
4 ofticer, presred JOHN WOODRUFF, singleman and BLANCHE MQIOQDRy

singlewoman
wncwn io me (or satisfastorily proven) (o ba the person 8 whose pames are

and ncknowledged (hat they executed the samp lor {li: purpose! thereln conlalned.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, [hercunto sat 11y hand and oflclal sual / / ’ 3
-t W - e T )

PAULINE B, ENOY 3 Nnm’r,: [T

Hotary Pubia Costesvilie, Chuiter Ca . N
My Comminsa Explrey Auguit 8.

< leman
s

ing
and
BLANCAE M. WOODRUFF,
lewoman
~-TO-
SELTZER and
Pa.
Oty w\)
Eecorder oi Deeds

sing
HESWEINER, his
wife

SEPH WEINER and
BLANC
House Road
Coatesville,

wife and
1504 Calu Meeting

o

JOHN WOODRUFF, s
MARIAN H. SELTZER Wig
The address of the Grantee

LOUIS N.

JC

e

RECORDED la Deed 5oax037 522837
GIVZN unfer my hand and thz seal of the sald

office, the delo sbove written.
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(8]

| C 390-594 WC
! Commonweaith Land Title Inms. co.
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- @hig Inventure Sude the e

In the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and (1988 )
4 . .

15 .
%"Bptmun MARIAN H. SELTZER, residing at B caln toeting tiowso Fod,

Downingtown, pennsylvunh 19335

(hereinalter called the Grantor ), of the one part, and

1DUIS N. SELTZER, 18 Downing Circle, Downingtown, Pansylvania
19335

FWitn 9”5?1!’ ‘That the said Grantor

(hereinnfter called the Grantee ), of the other part,

| for and in consideration of the sum of
_One Hundred ~nd Thirty-One Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifty Dollars (133,750,000 awinl
money of the United States of America, unto her well and truly paid by the zaid Grantee ,
at or before the sealing and delivery hereol, the receipt whereol is hereby scknowledged, has

L \\ . granted, bargained and sold, released and conlirmed, and by these presents  does  grant, bargain and
3 eell, release and confirm unto the eaid Grantee f‘a‘u;- heirs and assigns,

the following property which is described on Exhibit "A" attached hereto and made a
part hereof consisting of two (2) pages.
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CORTAINING 65.396 Acres of land be the same more Or less.

BEING part of the same premigas which John Woodruff,
singleman, and planche M. Woodruff, singlewoman, by peed dated
August 20, 1970 and recorded in Chester County, in Deced Pook O 39
page 837 granted and conveyed an undivided one-half interest to
Louis N. Seltzer and Marlian il. Seltzer, his wife, aa tenants by
entirety, and an undivided one-half interest to Joseph Weiner and
Blanche S. Weiner, his wife, as tenants by entirety.

AND the sald Grantor herein, Marian H. Seltzer and the sald
Grantee herein, Louis H. geltzer, were divorced on July 12, 1972
by Decree of Court signed by Earl B. Shelly, Judge of the Court
of Common Pleas of Chester County, Pennsylvania.

AND this conveyance from Grantor hereln to Grantee herein is
intended to convey Grantor's entire interest in the premises
described hereln to Grantee.

79R02ExhA RED
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THE WOODRUFF FARM CORNER OF FISHERVILLE & CALN
MEETINGHOUSE ROAD.

DONATED TO THE OLD CALN HISTORICAL SOCIETY BY
CAROL DIAMOND, PREVIOUS TENANT
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Front an( side
views of house
ﬁ' Oom yard



Side views show-
ing later addition
with porch




View of house
from side yard.
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View of eave on
€ast side of houge
and fireplace in
front room_




Close up view
of fireplace &
front door &
window.




Fireplace in other
front room and
views of doorways.




Coat rack and
stairway to
second floor.




Upstairs closet
and doorways
to bedrooms &
attic.




View from back
window in bath-
room. Old door
to attic steps.




Views of attic
and old flat head
nails

showing tree
logs as beams




Old wide floor
boards in attic &
door to second

room.
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View of part of
kitchen & old door
with old handle &
lock.

Crumbling wall &
foundation of building
back of house.




Views of old walls &
garage built within old
wall.

Corncrib seen through
trees.




Closer view of corncrib

& large old pine tree
growing near old building \s¢
back of house ‘
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RADNOR ASSOCIATES

BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS

August 13,2003 : :

| | GEIVED
Thomas DeFroscia, Chairman o RE 20“3.
Caln Township Historical Commission UG 18
Two Granger Lane £S & ENG
Coatesville, PA 19320 coD

RE: “KINGS GRANT,” A Cluster Development Community
Tax Parcel # 39-001-0005 & # 39-001-0044
Caln Township, Chester County, PA
Pennsylvania Historic Resource Form for “WOODRUFF HOUSE”

Dear Mr. DeFroscia:

As you know, there was some concern éxprcssed during the Conditional Use Hearings for Kings
Grant regarding the historic significance of the “Woodruff House” located within the KINGS
GRANT property.

Radnor Associates secured the names of several acceptable Historic Research experts in our area
from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) and has retained the firm of
“Cultural Heritage Research Services, Inc. (CHRS) of North Wales, PA. to perform a Historic
Resource Survey of the “Woodruff House” and outbuildings as well as an Archaeological Survey
of the entire KINGS GRANT property. The total contract amount for this work is $11,000.00.

The results of their analysis and study of the “Woodruff House” utilizing PHMC format and in
the form of a completed Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form is attached for your
information and records. The conclusion of this survey as contained in the EVALUATION
portion of this survey is that the «“Woodruff House” is not eligible for historic certification under
extant criteria. :

Radnor Associates would be happy to remove any historic components of this house and donate
them to Caln Township.. Although our consultants have concluded that the floor is not original,
they point out that the two mantles on the first floor and some of the doors can be included in this

category. The house is severely deteriorated, however, I would be happy to show it to you prior
to construction of KINGS GRANT.

Very truly yours,

Rl fdtrs

Richard J. Sudall, PE

% Arnold M. Kring, Caln Township Commissioner
Jeffrey W. McClintock, PE, Caln Township Engineer

435 DEVON PARK DRIVE A BUILDING 200 X WAYNE, PENNSYLVANIA 19087
VOICE: (610) 535-6006 X EMAIL: info@RadnorAssociates.com . FAX: (610) 535-6007




PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE

SURVEY FORM - PHOTO/SITE PLAN SHEET
Pennsylvania Historica

I and Museum Commission
Bureau of Historic Preservation

BOX 1026, Harrisburg, PA 171 08-1026

89A
Survey Code/Tax Parcel/Other No.:
Municipality:

Caln Township

T.P. #39-01-0044

Address:
Historic Name/Other Name:

Woodruff Property

County:
1350 Caln Meeting House Road

Chester

SITE PLAN PHOTO INFORMATION
.............. < BARN RUINS
CORN CRIB ——>D @
GARAGE >
SHED > [D :
HOUSE ]
l é ! STONE WALL
i d e
wx [ |
| R
By %
)
x —
Number Description of View Di(r:ection -
SPRING 1 s . amera
HOUSE View of main facade.
Note modern parch with
wooden balustrade
CALN MEETING HOUSE ROAD
Photographer Name: __Nadine Miller Peterson
@ 4—@ PHOTO LOCATION NOT TO SCALE Negative Location: _CHRS Inc.
Prepared by CHRS, Inc. N
See reverse for additional instruction




PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE FORM - DATA SHEET 89B

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation
IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION

Survey Code: Tax Parcel/Other No.: 39-01-0044
County: 1. Chester 0 2 9 2. ]
Municipality: 1. Caln Township 2.

Address: 1350 Caln Meeting House Road .
Historic Name:  Woodruff Property

Other Name:
Owner Name/Address: Louis N. Seltzer; 1019 Morris Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 (under contract to Radnor Assoc.)
Owner Category: X Private Public-local Public-state _____ Public-federal
Resource Category: X Building District Site Structure _ Object
Number/Approximate Number of Resources Covered by This Form: 6
USGS Quad: 1. Wagontown, PA 2. -
UTM A. zoneld 0433918 E 44 28 983 N C.
References: B. D.
HISTORIC AND CURRENT FUNCTIONS

Historic Function Category: Subcategory: Code:
A. Domestic Single Dwelling 0 1 A
B. Domestic Secondary Structure 0 1 C
C. Agriculture/Subsistence Agricultural Qutbuilding 0 9 G
D. Agriculture/Subsistence Agricultural Field 0 9 C
Particular Type: A. Farmhouse

B. Springhouse

C. Corn Crib

D. Field
Current Function Category: Subcategory: Code:
A. Vacant/Not In Use 0 9 8
B.
C.
D.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
| Architectural Classification: A: Other 9

B. ’ __C
D. ___ Other: Pennsylvania Four-Over-Four
Exterior Materials: Foundation stone 4 0 Roof asphalt 6 4

Walls stucco 6 1 Walls

Other Other
Structural System: 1.  stone 2 2 2.

Width: 3 bays C Depth: 2 rooms B Stories/Height: 2 B




HISTORICAL INFORMATION
Year Built: X C. to C. Additions/Alterations Dates: X C. 1995

3 C.

Basis for Dating: X Documentary X Physical
Explain: Based upon a physical examination of the building; deed research; historic maps.

Cultural/Ethnic Affiliation: 1. N/A 2.
Associated Individuals: 1. N/A 2.
Associated Events: 1. N/A 2.
Architects/Engineers: L. N/A 2.
Builders: 1. N/A 2.

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See continuation sheet

PREVIOUS SURVEY, DETERMINATIONS
Chester County Architectural Inventory (Form #07631 8031)

EVALUATION (Survey Director/Consultants Only)
Individual NR Potential: Yes X No Context(s):

Contributes to Potential District Yes X No District Name/Status:

Explain: The residence has been altered by the construction of a modern porch, application of an asphalt roof, and
application of modern stucco on the exterior. In addition, the outbuildings are in poor condition and the property is
overgrown. The property has lost feeling and association as a farm complex and the residence does not retain outstanding
architectural significance. The property is recommended not eligible under Criterion A, B, and C. Criterion D cannot be
addressed at this time, as an archaeological survey is currently being conducted.

THREATS

Threats: 3 1. None 2. Public Development 3. Private Development 4. Neglect 5. Other

Explain: The property is currently slated for redevelopment. The buildings are planned to be demolished and a residential
community constructed on the site.

SURVEYOR INFORMATION

Surveyor Name/Title: Nadine Miller Peterson/Director, Historic Preservation  Date: _June 2003

Project Name: _Kings Grant Project

Organization: _CHRS, Inc. Telephone:  215-699-8006
Street and No.: 403 E. Walnut Street
City State: North Wales, PA Zip Code: 19454

Additional Survey Documentation: _Chester County Survey
Associated Survey Codes: _Form #076318031




PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM - NARRATIVE SHEET 89C
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation

Survey Code: Tax Parcel/Other No.:  39-01-0044

County: _Chester Municipality: _Caln Township

Address: 1350 Caln Meeting House Road

Historic/Other Name: ~ Woodruff Property Sheet 1 of 5
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

This property is located at 1350 Caln Meeting House Road in Caln Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania.
The property sits on tax parcel 39-01-0044 and is owned by Louis N. Seltzer; 1019 Morris Avenue, Bryn Mawr,
PA 19010. The property is currently under contract to Radnor Associates for a planned residential development.

The property contains a single-family residence, springhouse, shed, garage, corncrib and barn ruins. It is heavily
overgrown with brush and weeds. -

The residence on the property appears to have been constructed ca. 1835 and is an example of a Four-over-Four
Pennsylvania German residence. It is two-and-one-half stories tall with a two-story nineteenth-century rear wing
addition. The main core of the residence is four bays wide by two rooms deep. The rear wing is one room wide by
two bays deep. The rear wing has a flat roof while the main core of the residence has a side gable roofline. This
roof is sheathed in modern asphalt shingles. An interior brick chimney is located near the south side of the roofline
of the main core of the residence. A second interior brick chimney is located near the west end of the rear wing.
The residence sits on a stone foundation and is sheathed in modern stucco. Windows throughout the residence are
two-over-two double-hung sash. A modern porch with modern wood balustrade and large concrete base is found
on the main fagade. A side porch with modern wood balustrade is located on the south fagade. Two decorative
features remain on the exterior of the house. One of these features includes a pair of doors located on the main
facade. These two wood-paneled doors each have a transom and are flanked by sidelights. A second decorative
feature on the exterior of the residence includes a single wooden verge board located along the side gable eaves.

The interior of the residence is in deteriorated condition due to the fact that the residence has been rented out to
college students over the last few years. A brief examination of the interior indicates that the property does retain
random-width wood flooring, simple decorative mantles in each of the front sitting rooms and a rear staircase with
mid-nineteenth century detailing (i.e. spindles and a curved newel post). Several doors on the main floor appear to
be original to the ca. 1835 construction period. The kitchen appears to have been modernized in the 1950s. Despite
these interior details, the overall condition and integrity of the property is low.

Only a handful of outbuildings remain on the property. These include a springhouse, shed, garage, corncrib and
barn ruins. The springhouse is constructed of stone and is located immediately north of the residence. It is two
stories tall and has been sheathed in a variety of types of stucco. Most of the openings have lost their doors and
windows. The springhouse has a modern corrugated metal roof. The remaining outbuildings are located south of
the residence along a gravel path. These buildings include a modern garage that appears to have been constructed
on top of a nineteenth century foundation. The top of the garage is constructed of mid-twentieth century
particleboard with an asphalt-shingled roof. A shed or stables is located immediately west of the garage. This
building is in poor condition. A corncrib is located to the east of the garage. Finally, stone ruins of what appears to
have been a frame barn are located across the gravel path from the three outbuildings. The property is heavily
overgrown and any association with the original agricultural setting of the property has been lost.

The residence is an example of a Four-over-Four Pennsylvania German house. Also called the Pennsylvania
Farmhouse because of its prevalence in this state, the four-over-four name describes a configuration of four rooms
on each floor. Standing two stories tall under a side-gable roof, the four-over-four measures four bays wide by two
rooms deep. Usually symmetrical, the main facade contains either one door in one of the inner bays or, just as



PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM - NARRATIVE SHEET 89C
Historic/Other Name: Woodruff Property Sheet 2 of 5

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION CONT.:

common, two doors occupying both inner bays. Emerging in the mid-eighteenth century, the four-over-four
represented the rationalization of new (Georgian) ideas into a traditional Germanic house form. German-speaking
immigrants typically built houses that had asymmetrical facades but were more-or-less square in plan and
contained either three or four rooms on the ground floor, grouped around a central chimney. The four-over-four
house retained the four-room Germanic plan but adopted the gable end chimneys and symmetry — though not the
central passage —of the Georgian house. The four-over-four was a predominant house form throughout
Pennsylvania during the nineteenth century and continued to be built into the early twentieth century (Glassie
1968:54-55; Glassie 1986:407). The Woodruff Property retains several features typical of the Four-Over-Four
house type including the four-room plan, side gable roofline, and double doors on the main fagade. This residence

has been altered by the application of modern siding materials and the construction of a new front porch with
modern wood balustrades.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE:

Most of the 26.46-hectare (65.39-acre) Woodruff Property was part of a seated 44.72-hectare (110.5-acre)
tract conveyed by Philadelphia residents Samuel and Jane Bettle to Gravner Marsh of East Caln Township by a
deed dated April 29, 1823 (Chester County Deed Book W5:140). Marsh acquired this “messuage or tenement
and lot of ground” in consideration of $2,500. It is not known if the dwelling on this property was the present
farmhouse or another, older dwelling. Ten years after this acquisition, Marsh conveyed two tracts of land—one
encompassing 21.75 hectares (53.75 acres) and the other 7.56 hectares (18.68 acresy—to Mary Gipson in
consideration of $2,100 (Chester County Deed Book G4:144). The 21.75-hectare (53.75-acre) tract was part of
the property Marsh had acquired from the Bettles in 1823, while the smaller tract—which abutted the larger
tract—had only recently been acquired by Marsh. Only the larger of the adjoining tracts had “buildings” on it.
Again, it is not known if one of these “buildings” was the present farmhouse.

Mary Gipson owned these adjoining East Caln Township parcels for only a few years. By a deed dated
February 27, 1837, she conveyed them to Eli Russell in consideration of $2,080 (Chester County Deed Book
G4:144). Russell later acquired an abutting 2.31-hectare (5.72-acre) parcel, giving him three contiguous parcels
of land together encompassing 31.62 hectares (78.15 acres).

In 1852, portions of East Caln Township (including Eli Russell’s farm), West Caln Township, West
Brandywine Township, and Sadsbury Township were detached from their municipalities to form Valley
Township (Futhey and Cope 1881:209). By a deed dated December 14, 1848, Eli Russell conveyed a 2.11-
hectare (5.22-acre) portion of his 7.56-hectare (18.68-acre) parcel to Bennett Marsh (unrecorded deed recited in
Chester County Deed Book W5:438). Russell farmed the remaining 29.51 hectares (72.93 acres) of his property

until March 4, 1854, when he conveyed the land to Joel R. Dean in consideration of $4,200 (Chester County
Deed Book W5:438).

Dean owned the farm for about three years before conveying it to John S. Robinson on March 27, 1857 (Chester
County Deed Book S6:124). Robinson’s ownership of the property and the presence of a dwelling on the site of
the present farmhouse was reflected on a map of the area published in 1860 (Kennedy 1860). By a deed dated
March 28, 1861, Robinson and his wife Elizabeth conveyed the farm to David Seltzer, who owned an abutting
farm to the west (Chester County Deed Book S6:126; Kennedy 1860). Seltzer would own the former Robinson
farm for 14 years, during which time he appears to have allowed it to be occupied and/or unofficially
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“owned” by a family member; on a map of the area published in 1873, the property was attributed to “J.A.
Seltzer” (Bridgens 1873). It was during David Seltzer’s ownership that the farm became part of a new Chester

County municipality—“Caln Township”—erected from portions of Valley Township and East Caln Township
(Futhey and Cope 1881:168).

David Seltzer owned the 29.51-hectare (72.93-acre) Caln Township farm until March 23, 1875, when he
conveyed the three-tract property—including “houses, barns and [other] improvements”—to William McCanna
in consideration of $7,000 (Chester County Deed Book Q8:23 3). A little less than a year later, on March 1, 1876,
McCanna conveyed the farm to Jane Waldron (Chester County Deed Book T8:124). McCanna later reacquired
the property from Waldron by a deed dated December 5, 1878 (Chester County Deed Book F9:284). McCanna
retained ownership of the property until April 1, 1880 when he conveyed it to John B. Baldwin in consideration

of $4,400 (Chester County Deed Book E9:280). A map of the area published in 1883 reflected Baldwin’s
acquisition of the farm (Kirk 1883).

John Baldwin experienced financial troubles near the end of the nineteenth century. He was sued by
Philadelphia resident Martha Hurford, which led to the seizure of the property by the Chester County Sheriff. In
preparation for a public auction of the property, the Sheriff placed notices in local newspapers indicating that the
“improvements” on the Baldwin farm included “a Stone and Frame End House with porches on two sides,” a
“Frame Barn 60 x 40 feet [18.28 x 12.19 meters] with straw shed attached [and] stabling for twenty head of
stock,” an “Ice house,” and a “good spring house” (The Village Record 1898:2). When a public sale of the

property was held, the Sheriff awarded the farm to Hurford in exchange for $1 (Chester County Sheriff Deed
11:75).

Martha Hurford probably never moved to the Caln Township property. She was still living in Philadelphia on
March 28, 1907 when she conveyed the property to 54-year-old farmer Lewis Woodruff (Chester County Deed
Book H13:280). Census data compiled in 1920 and 1930 indicated that Lewis Woodruff shared his household
with wife Alice (born about 1862) and their adult, unmarried children: Blanche (born about 1886) and John
(born about 1889). John assisted his father on the Woodruff farm (United States Bureau of the Census 1920;
1930). On January 25, 1934, Lewis and Alice Woodruff celebrated their 50™ wedding anniversary (Coatesville
Record 1934a:n.p.). Already in poor health at this celebration, Lewis died less than a month later (Coatesville
Record 1934b:n.p.). By a deed dated March 22, 1934, his widow conveyed the farm to daughter Blanche and son
John (Chester County Deed Book F19:125; rerecorded in Chester County Deed Book T18:43).

Blanche and John Woodruff owned the farm jointly until August 20, 1970, when they conveyed the house,
barn and other outbuildings on 26.46 hectares (65.39 acres) to Louis and Marian Seltzer and Joseph and Blanche
Weiner in consideration of $65,396 (Chester County Deed Book 039:837). Marian Seltzer later conveyed her
interest in the property to Louis (Chester County Record Book 1192:320). After their deaths, the Weiners’
interests in the property was acquired by Paul J. Weiner and Janet R. Doerflinger (Chester County Record Book
1185:179). Janet Doerflinger conveyed her quarter-interest in the farm to Louis Seltzer by a deed dated

December 17, 2001 (Chester County Record Book 5160:1066). The property is currently scheduled to be
demolished to make way for residential construction.
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NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION:

The Woodruff Property was evaluated according to criteria set forth in National Register Bulletin: “How to
Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation” (National Park Service 1997). The Woodruff Property is not
Kknown to have been associated with any significant historic events or notable individuals. The property has lost
integrity as a farm complex with changes to the residence, loss of the barn, deteriorated and modern outbuildings
and overgrown nature of the property. The Woodruff Property is recommended not eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A and B. The dwelling is a partially modified example of a
Pennsylvania Four-Over-Four dwelling. It has been altered through the application of modern roofing materials,
construction of a modern porch and balustrades, and the application of modern stucco. The dwelling has lost
integrity of materials, workmanship, design, setting, feeling, and association. The Woodruff Property is
recommended not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C, as it has been

modified and no longer retains integrity. Eligibility under Criterion D cannot be addressed at this time, as
archaeological studies are currently being conducted.
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Photograph 2 — Side and main fagades of the residence. Note the modern wood balustrades and
replacement front porch.

=y o

Photograph 3 — Detailed view of the double doors comprising the main entrance.



Photograph 4 — View of the rear and side facades of the residence.
Note the rear extension and side porch additions.



Photograph 6— View of the springhouse.
Note the modern corrugated metal roof.



Photograph 7 —View of the garage located along a gravel lane south of the residence.
The top portion of the garage appears to be modern while the foundation may have housed an
earlier structure.

Photograph 8- View of the shed or stables located adjacent to the garage.
This outbuilding is in a state of collapse.



Photograph 10— View of the overgrown grounds immediately in front of the residence.
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