APPLETON BLUFF SCHOOL
H. Gordon and Martha P. Hickman Residence
4505 Edge’s Mill Road, Caln Township
Chester County, Pennsylvania

Like other Chester County townships, Caln, East Caln, and Valley Townships began organizing public
schools in the mid-19th century. Small plots of land were purchased by school committees, and one-room
schoolhouses built two or three miles distant from each other. Long-time resident Clarence Gill, born in 1909,
remembers four of them: Chestnut Grove, which he attended; Chestnut Dell, on the present (2005) Faddis property,
Caln, and Thorndale. Both of the latter were on the Lincoln Highway. Thorndale School was demolished, but Caln
remains, north of the carwash in Caln and now used for another purpose. Mr. Gill didn’t know of Appleton Bluff
School on Edge’s Mill Road, and in fact this school may have had a shorter history than the others, as an 1882
newspaper clipping offered it for sale, and it was advertised again in 1888. Besides, an 1897 news clipping about
the new teachers in Caln Schools does not mention any teacher at Appleton Bluff.

The half acre on which Appleton Bluff school was built had been Hoopes property. In 1858 Orphans Court ;
settled the estate of Davis Hoopes and awarded to his grandson Thomas D. Hoopes a tract of about 146 acres. Four
years later Thomas Hoopes sold half an acre for $150.00 to East Caln School Directors Townsend Walter, Isaac
Spackman, Abraham Ashbridge, Thomas Aldred, George Thompson, and William England.

In 1917 the stone schoolhouse and lot were sold for even less, $125.00, to Horace Miller. Miller and his
wife Blanche lived there until 1928, when they sold to Rodney and Gladys Ray, who added 1.6 acres to their
holding. In 1932 J. Evans Miller bought the entire property from the Rays and then sold it to Horace and Blanche
Miller on the same day. This time, the Millers lived there for just a year, selling in 1933 to Warren and Louise
Shingle. The Shingles stayed about thirteen years. In 1946 they sold to Frank and Lillian Esposito. (See Clippings
section for information about some owners.) Finally, in 1953 Gordon and Martha Hickman bought the house.
Gordon Hickman died some years ago, but his widow Martha still owns it, in 2005.

Mary Larkin Dugan
April 2005




DEED DESCENT
APPLETON BLUFF SCHOOL
4505 Edge’s Mill Road, Caln Township
Chester County, Pennsylvania

Deed book, page Acreage

Date of purchase Grantor, grantee, other information Price

Té6, 365 Thomas D. Hoopes to School Directors of East Caln .5 acre

8/5/1862 Township, lot or piece of ground $150.00

G15, 153 Ambrose C. Fulton et al, School Directors of Caln School .5 acre

4/2/1917 District to Horace V. Miller, stone building and lot $125.00

T17, 86 Horace V. & Blanche Miller to Rodney E. & Gladys E. D. .5 acre

1/14/1928 Ray, stone building and lot $1.00

Y18, 41 Rodney E. & Gladys E. D. Ray to J. Evans Miller, two 1) .5 acre

4/27/1932 tracts with stone building 2) 1.612 acres
$1.00

Y18, 42 J. Evans Miller to Horace V. Miller, two tracts as above

4/27/1932 $1.00

A19, 128 Horace V. & Blanche Miller to Warren H. Shingle, two

4/18/1933 tracts as above $1.00

C22, 251 Warren H. & Louise Y. Shingle to Frank P. & Lillian

12/9/1946 S. Esposito, two tracts as above $1.00

C26, 25 Frank P. & Lillian S. Esposito to H. Gordon & Martha

2/17/1953 P. Hickman, two tracts as above $15,000.00
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Caln Township has a mamber

of ol schools that are heing used

as homes. QR 502 /g/

Oune, is Chestoul (r]()\'(‘ on Hat-
fiold Road, owned by Joseph S,
Kane Jr. Another is Caln. al
2011 1. Lineoln” Hwy. the home
of Charles Burke.

A two-story  double house  at
an and 340 in Thorndale -

Routes 3
classed as a Caln high

was onee
sehool, Tt s owned by Herbert
Bryson.

The Caln School for elemen-
fary students alsy was once lo-
cated at 105 Rondsville Rd.. now
owned by Mr. and Mos, Gary
Davis. .

The Chestnut Dell School on
King's Highway is owned by Teon
[Ffaddis  and the Fdges Road
Schoot on Wdge's Mill Road i
owned by Gordon Hickman.

Just a stone wall is all that
remains of a school that once.
stoodd on the Pim property. It
can be found about 100 yards
away from the Caln Mum(xpal
Building.

The six-sided school that stood
for wmore than 100 years on thg
farm of Joscph Edge on Bailey
Road has been moved as a last
ing Centennial project to Muni-
¢ipal Drive.

Stifl another old school is just.

a small pile of stones behind the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ratl Tad-
Gold of 302 Bondsville Rd.

.
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Mr. and Mrs. Rodney E. Ray
; were surprised Sunday after-
noon, Oct. 4, at the Kast
:Brandywme Fire Company,
© Guthriesville, in celebration of
" their 40th wedding anniversary.

Mr. and Mrs, Ray were mar-
ried Ooctober 17, 1925 by the
Rev. Grover C. Walters at the
bride's home on Qakbourne rd.
near West Chester, Mr. Walters
could not be present for the
party but sent a leiter of con-
gratulations. f

i1 v
Among those presant at the

celebration to surprise the cou-
ple and present them with gifts
and a group gift of a television
were: Mr, and Mrs. Raymond
Davis, Lansdowne; Mr. and
Mrs. William Moorhead, Wood-
bury, N.J., brother and sister
of Mrs, Ray Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
ward MoClure Betty Jean and
Joanne McClure, Robert Ray,
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ray, David,
Christy, Linda and Janet Ray
and the Rev, Donald Ray, child-
ren and grandchildren of Mr.
and Mrs. Ray; also, a niece
and family, Mr. and Mrs. Gene
Ebersole, Chuck Peggy and
David Ebersole of Broomall,
Many friends from Norris-
town, Coatesville, Malvern and
Glenmoore gathered to present

anlty

will ba:g eredu %bua s»lvé’onn

_evening.

gifts and donate toward the
television, !

Horace V. Miller
4" Horace V. Miller, of 34 West
“Lincoln  Highway, Downingtown,
died suddenly yesterday at a fam-
1ily dinner party in honor of his
53d birthday anniversary.

Mr. Miller, the husband of
Blanche M. Kennedy Miller and
son of T. Vance Miller, former

R S

-

i

‘had suffered from a heart condi-
: tion for two years. ,

4 The deceased wag a faithful
Ymember of the First Presbyterian

longed to the Downingtown Rotary
4Club. He had been -a plumbing
7 contractor in Downingtown for the
1 past 28 yeats,

4 Besides his wife -and his father,
4there are two . children, Horace V.

at Courtland, Ala., and Edith Mae,
{wife orf Petty Officer First Class
| Warren Mitchell, of Cape May.

Mand sisters: Leon Miller, of Cali-
{forma Joseph P., of West Chester;
“iDorotohy M., wife of George H.
[Gensemel, of Coatesville, and

‘IEdith, wife of Harlan Usher. There

ids alsé one grandchild, Theodore

iVance Miller.

{postmaster of Downingtowu, and}
ithe 'late Mary Eva Walton Miller, |

‘|€hurch of Downingtown. He be-]|

‘| Miller, Jr., an air cadet stationed

“{There are the following brothers!

MILLER—-—Suddemy, in Downmgmwn Pal, 1
on ‘Friday, June 2, Horace V. Miller, aged,
B3 years.
Relatives and fxiexfasf a?so Downing- ['1
town Rotary Club, are invited to attend
the funeral services without further ne- 1
tice from his late residence, 34 West Lin-
coln Highway, Downingtown, Pz, on
Tuesday, June 8, 1944, at 2,30 p. m. In- i
terment in Northwood Cemetery, Frxends‘
may call at his late home on Monday !

.




Warren H. Shingle

Warren H. Shingle, 68, of
Springtown road in West Brandy-'
wine Township, Glenmoore RD2,.
died last evening in the Chester.
County Hospital after being in,
failing health for some time. :

Son of the late Harry and Lena
Troub Shingle, Mr. Shingle was
porn in Honeybrook Township
and lived in Chester County all his
life. A graduate of the Honey
Brook Vocational School, Mr.'
Shingle was a lifelong member of

_St. Marks Episcopal ‘Church in.
Honey Brook. ¢ 9 200

He was dairy supervisor for the-
Chester County Dairy Herd Im-:
provement Association for more
than 30 years before ill health
forced his retirement in 1953.

_ He is survived by his wife, .

' Louise Yarnall Shingle; a son,
David T Shingle of Philadelphia;

 a brother, Lewis R. Shingle of El-
verson RD; and a sister, Mrs. .
Evelyn Pugh of Norristown: '

!
SHINGLE—In Chester County Hospital, |
; ~ West Chester, Pa. on Friday, November:
19, 1971, Warren H. Shingle, of springton,.
. Road, West Brandywine Township, Glen-i
! moore, RD 2, Pa., husband of Louise Ygrr-
nall Shingle, aged 68 years. [ Y- Se i
Relatives and friends are Invited to a -
tend the services from The funeral home:
of Harry E. Weniz, 342 €. Chestnut St.t
Coatesville, Pa. on Tuesday, November 23,}
1971, at } p.m. interment St. Marks Ceme-!
i tery. In tieu of flowers, contfributions may;
be made to the Si. Marks Episcopal;
Church,. Honey Brook, RD 1, Pa. Friends;
may call this Monday evening. .

OR /5 .&5.

F RANCIS ESPOSITO, son of Mr. and Mrs. ¥rank Esposite, Fisherville Road, Downingtowr:

received Eagle Award at Troop 115 Court of Honor. Father watches while mother proudly pi
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Baily Wm.L. & Co., Manufacturers of Boller Plate Irom,
Thorndale P. 0. )

Baker & B, Fermer snd Dair
Central R R., Thorndals P. O.

Baldwin Mrs. Hannsh E., Green Bank Ferm, Downing-
town P. 0.

Baugh Jos., Farmer and Grasier, Downingtown P. O.

Crowe Wm., Br., House Carpenter, Cabinet Maker, Bawyer
and Chair Bow Manufacturer, Thorndale P.O.

Davis Asron, Farmer and Dairyman, Thorandale P. O.

Edge Jb., V., Merchant Miller, Wholessle and Retail

aler In Flour, Grain and Feed, Downington P.O.

Guie Jsa., Mapufscturer and Wholesale Desler in every
description of Paper, address Eagle Paper Mill, Down-~
ingtown P. O.

Hamersloy Dr. E. 8., Mineral 8pring Farm, Retired Phy-
sician and Burgeon, Downinglown P. 0.
Hartahorn 8am'l, (Fisherville,) Dealer in Dry Goods, Gro-

ceries, Boots, Bhoes, &c., Downinglown P. O.

Hatfield Ab’'m. Farmer and Grasier, also proprister of an

extensive Glaas 8and Pit, Caln P. [o]

an, formerly Gen. Supt

Lyons Dennis, (Gallagherville,) Fashionable Boot and Bhoe
Maker, Downingtown P. O. .
Mason Wm. P., Farmer and Grasier, Guthrieville P. O.
Moundenhall Cookson, Farmer, Dairyman snd Carpenter,
Guthrieville P. Q.
Moore Jno. W., Dairyman and Grasier, Costesville P. O.
Moore Wm., Farmer, Dairymuan & Grasier, Coeteaville P. O.
Mullen Jno. B., proprietor of the Gallagherville Hotel,
Downingtown P. 0.
Bample N. C., Thorndale P. O. ’
Beltser E. L. & J. H., Farmers and Grasierz, Caln P. O.
Seltzer J. And'w, Farmer, Dairyman snd Grasier, Thorn-
dsle P. O.
Spackman Amanda, Tesaher, Downinglowa P. 0.
Bpackman Ic., Farmer and Grasier, Becretary of the 8chool
Board, Downingtown P. O. .
Torbert Benj. J., (Gallagherville,) Farmer, Grasier and
Dealer in Live 8tock, Thorndale P. O.
Torbert Wm.. Sr., Retired Farmer, Thorndale P. O.
Walter Jos. S., Farmer and Grasiar, 8chool Director, Coates-
ville P. 0.
Williamson 8. C., Farmer and Grazier, Caln P. O.

Scale 2 Trches to Orne Mile.

1 81D

Wise Geo.. Farmer and Grazier, Thorndale P. O. o

Hoopes Jno., Farmer snd Dairyman, Behool Director since
1865, Downingtown P. O.

Farmer and Dairyman, formerly Mason,

Irwin Geo.
Caln P. O.
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WM Bovroe ¥V« MILler, of the porough of powndngbown, Gounty of Chogi-
and Blaneh Millar, bis wites (hevainalier ol

13 B i i or and Ghats of I:enmylvqmm
U red the Grantors) of tho one pard;

HORACE Ve MILLR & e
0
e . Rodnoy Be Ray, of Galn Pownoldp, gounty and State afereaaid, and Gladys
ROBEEY #e RAY & WP / i o i
Be Te Rey, Bio wife (hereinnfien cnlledthe Grantaoe)
0t el peet - W8T FREESETLL Pt thesand Graphors

fanefutl mwuey of the

for apd i e e el One Dolla¥ and obber good and valuable conslderabiona
: wall and g paid By e s Granbeos

chy acknswledged LA

L colt, alien, enfeall, veloase and confirm unin the said

thelx heies and assigns 08 tenants by enkivetles.

Uinited wipie ot

e

< prasents, the seeeipt whereof i o granted, bavgaived, sold, aliened, enfeatfed.

G abedeny of

Pty ds

Grantoes,

wTATH sbons building and lob of $ract of land situate in the seid Township of Oalmy

county snd Stabe aforesaid, hounded and deseribed as followsi- BEGINNING at an ivon pipe 4p or near the middle

of & pablic rond leading from the Downjugbown and Harrisburg Turnpike to Bqge's il in a linG ef land of

e 3pid Beugh's land, novth one degras and Pifteen mimuhes west, two mindred aad

-

Joseph Beugh; thence along i

¢ wenaty feet; bhenee by jand of He Bdward Groff ths nogt Hwo courses and dishencesy South seventy two degrees

west, ninety nine festy and south one degree and fiflesn minnt e agab, two hundred twenty feat to an ivon pipe

in oF neal bthe middle of the aforessid public romd; thence alony the said road, novth seventy two de-

east, ninety nine feet to the place of heginninge
CONTAINING one half of an acre of 1and be the sgme more or lessd
BEING the sams premises whinh Ambrose C. Fulton, et al Sehool Directors of Caln Township, Chester

County by Indemture bearing date the gnd day of April A« D¢ 1917 and reconded inm the Office for Reccading of

Deeds in and for Chestey County, pennsylvanis, in Deed Book G-15, val: 354, Page 153 eboe granbed and conveyed
S —

urto Horace V. Miller pariy heveto in feny

LSO, ALL THAT CERTAIN lot o $vact of land situate im Caln qrownship afoeressid and bounded and des-

orited s foliows:~ BUGIFRIRG st an irvon pin seb im the widdle of $he public road lesding from the Hoxseshoe
Turnpike Lo Bdge's MLl ab a coTnar of the ilami belonging $o Horace Ve MilleT, being the tract above dgsenihed

thenoe ileeving Lhe Tond and extending niong said Miller's land norbth ohe degree and £1fteen misntes weat, hwo
ndre¢ ninsbeen and ninety Tou? Imndredthsfost to0 an iron pin; thence by the same land, north seventy two
degrevs sasi, ninoty nine foet to a stake, ih & Line oI lana Delonglig O Abnoy Williams; thente by Willinms'

fiftesn minubes west, four lundred ninety £ive and two mmndredths feet to an iron pin

1anG uertb one 48
§iiliems' land soubh eighty Seven degrees wast, one bundred bwenty four and six tenths feeh Lo

by other lend of Williem C- Wood, soublh twenty eight mirmbtes oast, ssven bhundred Tifty

mundredths Teet t0 an iron pin im the middle of the publie yoad first mendionsd; thense

- the ssme by iand Wray Brothers, novth sizty seven degrees twenty six mipubes eash, florty

. mnaredths feet to the First mentioned polnt anfl plate of baginnings CONTAINING one snd

six hundred snd tvelve Lhousan duhie neres of lend be the ssme moTe oF lesss

LEING the same lot or t¥act of land whick Willism C. Wood and wife by Indenture boaring date the
5tb day of Amgwey Ao De 1825 and duly recorded in the 0ffice for the Recording of Deeds aforeaatd gramted and

conveyed unto the feyace V. Mirler party hereto in Tees
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\ Whis Bunentue,

Anr AL w5 e year of our Lovd one itz oie hordred @l foir {LGB2)
1 ;m‘?"? [ Betwoen gy Bvans #lllsr of bhe nopough of Dow Fngnovny (ouoby ef
ot B sl it
b 5

ghoabor end Stase of Pennaylvnula, singleman {Horalnalther oniled the
J. TVANE MELLER

grantor) of the one perd AD forace V. > o Yhe same plecs

0

{(hereinifter called the Gramben)
HILLER

56 the othor gaes WITNWSSETH, Thad the said  grentor )

for and i cansideration of e swos of - One Dollar WG ollter  good and velunble conslderabions in tasful monay of the
¢ unto hdm well sl Gudy paid by the siid grantoe

at amd befare ¢ & delivery af these presonss, she resepn whornof i3 herehy acknowledged heth granted, By s sold, aticaed, enfro

redeqsed ad o dodh gant, barpain, sell, atien, enfeofl, release and confion e the said

Teies and assigus
grantes,; his

A, THAT CERTATY stone buillding and lot or trach of land siituste in the seld Towaship of Caln,
gowtty end State aforassid, bounded and deseribed as followa:~ BEGIRNING et an Jron pipe In ox neex the wmiddle
of & public voad lesding Crom the Nowningtown and Herrisburg Turapiko to pdge’ s Mill in a line of lond of

Joseth Bawng thence along We =mid Bough' s lend, north ohe degrae end Tifteon minnbod weshs w0 huadyed

snd dwenby Teel: thense by lend of if. paward Graff the next two courses and distencess gouth sevenby wo de-

4 nine Teet; end sonih one depres end Tifteen wimites sast. two hundred bwanty Teet to an

sath,

ives pipe in or near the middle of the aloress-l public rosd; thence along the said yoed north sevenbty two de-

cpgh, ninely ning Teet to the plasce of Bagimning. Gonteining one helf of an aors of land be the spun

s CERTATH lot or tract of lend situsbte in Osln Townahip and bounded and degoribed ns

Toilowsi- an iran pin seb in the middle of the public rond lesding from the Heraashoo Tarapiia o

s corver of the lsnd belonging bo Forace V. Miller. belng the trach above deaeribad; thence

Rige' s ¥l
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wing the road pnd extendix
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g &

ninetesn pad ninety four bundredths feet o en iron ping thence by the seme lend norhk seventy two degraes
A ¥ 3 ¥ &
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10 e stake in & line of land belonging te aAbner Willilams, thenes Wy Williems' land north

ana depres & Fifbeen minubtes west, Four hundred ninety five and two hndredtas feed to en irom pin; thence

!

31wons' lend, sowid eighty ssven degreas west, ome hundred twerty Tour snd sixbenils feed b0 en

tvon ping theice by other land of Williem C. Wood, soutk twenty elzht minutes sest, seven hundred Tifty itive
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roted snd conveyed unto the ssld J. Hvens Miller, perby hereto in Tse.

., nevertlieless te the payment of & cert
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- Ajperied, w ccliand_ iy, paigd by the said grantee
«of Appertcd, o tham of ‘0\\‘QBS\”I)I"&R{M!\\I%:‘Q e osaitd grautee I N bt
wl defivery Trereed /e seeips whereof is herely acknowledged. haye N rvanted, bargained wad-sold.
uﬂan qufe,ufx '
ant, bavgain ek sell, A L cemtiom nhta the s

Uinited State
Jrnd
at Fr before e sealin

]
Abienas ool

A By these presents o

thair

prantee 8 heirs and assigns,

ALL: AT CERTATH stone dwelling and lot or tract of lang alinate in calt Township, Chestver

County,Pannsy lvania, beudsd and Jdesoribed as follows:-

BECTNNING at ap Lron pipe Lo ov fear whe middle of a public road leading f'row tne Downimzeaw atsl

land now or Pormerly of Joseph Baugh, thence along sald
thauce by laml now or fer-

ninety-ulue

Harrloburg Turupike %o Edgt,e's mill tne line of
lamt, Horth otie Jogrse and Tifteon miuntes West, Ywo hundred and twwenty Teed;

merly of . Rdward Upof!' the Uext two courses aud Jigwauces; Sonth seveuty-two Jagrees WSy,
pin ip or lear

feot, and South oue Jeres and fiftesn miuntes Eags, Wo nundred btwanty Test Lo ahb iron
the widdle of the sforesald public road; thence along the 88 ld road, Horth gseventy-two Jegroees East,
ninety-uine reet to the place of beginning.

5.

QOHPAINING oue-hall of au acre of land, De the Sale mMore oT les

ALSQ ALd, THAT CHRTAIN lot or tracy of lamd situatve in (aln Tewnuship, aforesaid, bownlad smd Jdes-

crived as Tollows: -
JINNINY at ap iron pin set in the midtle of the public road legding
e leaviug the road and extemiiing along ths

fyom the Harseshoe Turapike To

Fdpe's MLl at & corier of the tract above described, tvhenc
sorlbed. North one Jegree and f£ifteen minubtes West, two hup
thetce by the same lami North seventy-two Jegrees East,
thence along said laund, Noroth oie de~

dred ninetesn atd ninety-Lour

Lhnek ghove
nundraedihs feat to au iron plng
rfast Lo & swke L line of land now or formerly of AbtieT Williams;
hutdred ninety-five atd two hundredubs foot b0 An iren pln; ilwuce
West, ofte hunired wwenty-four aud 81X tetunhs

ninety-nine

pras atd Pifteen minuves West, four

aLiil by sala Wwilliams® Jand, South elghtiy-seven Jdegrees

feet e an Lrep pln; thencs by land tiow or formerly of William C.Wood, South twauty=-eight winutes East,

soven hutdred PALty-five aund thalrty-six hundredths Teet o an fron pin tu the midale of whe mublic road

thence & lonyg the uwiddle of he same by land now or formerly of Wray Brotuhera, North

First mentviehed;
forty-two and uinety-rive hundredths fest o the vlace of

slxiy-seven Jdegress ami Lwenty —slx minutes East,
bepinning.

CG%U}?\T;NIN“ otie etk Six hundral awmt vwelve thousaidths aores of lamd, be the same more or less.
; V.Miller and Blanche Miller, his wife, by sheir Indenture bear-

uh}/ the same premises wnlel BoXe S

war

Countty In

ing Jave the 181h day of April A I

Desd Book A-19, Volume 448, Vago 128,

1933, snd on record in the Recorder's O0ffice of Ches
greneed and coflveyed unto Warren H.Shingle, one of the artles herer

Lo, Lun Yee,.
UNDER AND SUBJECT Lo Uie followling rastr ) cbions which apply enly to tmt pertlon o
pad above meittlonady

£ the above pro-

misaa lying awmt belny within Four Hundroed aid PLTLy feet of the public
WIRYT: - Mo bullsimg srecied or To be srectmd wu vhe pramises shall be converted or used Yor business
or cammercial purpeses except as wmy be ruquired for genaral farming abd vagetable growlug.

3

SRCOND: ~ No drinking salooun, steaw mill, vanuevy, slaughter house, skl Jressing gstablishment, gine,
gonp, oamtle or atarch factory, airport, rond-statd (exceputing stauds for the sale of agricultural cum-
mod Luies produced hareen}, bulk er row il gasollie swatlon, or public commgreinl billbeards, gprrajye or
other structuve for ffengive purpese oY eovupation, ahell at any Lims horeafter be srectod, bullt or con:
Suovad, or caused, sulTered or pertifitted to be erected, built or cepducted upont sald preiSes or upott auy
et thereot,

P - Yo portlon hereof shull be seld by vhe “rantees hereln, or by thelr execuvors, holrs, adin e
Linmabors or wasians, wiceplt subjeclt w Lhe above MenGioflod resurietions A expressly so stated in the

deed o conveywnca therefor.
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fvery of these presents, the teeuipt whereof Is hereby a
o coufirmed, aud by diese presents do

Huirs and a

5 a8 Tenands

or wract of Inwl sivuate in Caln

1EAT Lhe

Ao

from Lhe

pui L

iine of land formerly

L fulsdred
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tweo hundred

whe 3aid rouad, GVERLY WO
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